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Sahabe Literatiiriinde Cem’ ve Tefrik Sorunu

The Problem of al-Jam’ wa al-Tafriqg in Books relating to the Sahaba
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Hadis ravilerinin ayni isimleri tasiyip bunlarin birbirleriyle karistirilmasi problemi, hadis rical ilminde tasnifin baglangiciyla
birlikte erken dénemde ortaya cikmistir. Oyle ki bazi isnat zincirlerinde hem kendi isimlerinin hem de babalarinin
isimlerinin veya isimleriyle birlikte nispet ve kiinye gibi hususlarin ayni oldugu raviler bulunmaktadir. Bu ravilerin tek bir
kisi mi (cem’) veya farkl kisiler mi oldugunun (tefrik) tespitinin nasil olacagi sorusu hadisgilerin zihinlerini kurcalamaya
baslamistir. Bu sorun hadisgilerin zihinlerini dylesine mesgul etmistir ki kendileri bu problemin ¢6ziimu igin hadis ilminde
yeni bir disiplin olusturmuslardir. Mittefik ve mifterik diye adlandirdiklari bu disiplinde birgok eser kaleme almislardir. Bu
disiplinle baglantili olan alanlardan birisi de sahabe literatiriidir. Diger rical kitaplarinda oldugu gibi bahsedilen problem
burada da glindeme gelmistir. Bu galisma 6zellikle sahabe bilgisine dair (marifetii’s-sahabe) eserlerdeki cem ve tefrik
problemine mercek tutarak yazarlarin bu meseleden ne dlglide haberdar olduklarini ve séz konusu meseleyi uygulamali
ve teorik olarak ¢ézmeye ne kadar ilgi duyduklarini ele alacaktir. Ayrica bu alanda eser veren yazarlarin sert veya
yumusak tutumlu yaklasimlarini anlamlandirmak ve bu meseleyi ¢ozmedeki metotlarini degerlendirmek de arastirmanin
inceleyecegi bir diger husustur. Yapilacak olan degerlendirme ibn Mende ve Eb Nuaym’la baslayip ibn Abdilber’le devam
edecek, ibnii’I-Esir ve ibn Hacer’le de son bulacaktir. Arastirmanin amaci, mezk(r problemin tarihini ve sahabe literatiirii
kitaplarindaki gelisimini gostermek, sahabe literatiirii yazarlarinin o konudaki yaklasimlarini belirlemek ve bu problemi
¢ozmedeki yontemlerini degerlendirmektir. Buna binaen s6z konusu problemin ¢éziimiinde izlenmesi gereken yontemin
sistemlestiriimesine dair bazi 6nemli teklifler sunulacaktir.
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Abstract

The issue of al-jiam’ wa al-tafrig [combining and differentiating] first became apparent early on, with the
very beginning of the genre of rijal al-hadith, being the study of hadith narrators. Within chains of hadith
narrations, one finds many narrators who share the same name. More specifically, two narrators may have
the same first name and father’s name, first name and family name, first name and kunya [honorific], or the
like. This problem appeared so frequently that scholars who've tackled it over the years first dedicated specific
terminology to this, al-muttafiq wa al-muftariq [the alike and the unalike], and then built a whole sub-genre
dedicated to this under the broader field of hadith studies. Just as this issue appears in all books dedicated to
the study of hadith narrators, it also is a frequent question in books more narrowly focused on the biographies
of the Sahaba, the companions of the Prophet Muhammad. This study aims to give careful consideration to
this issue of al-jam” wa al-tafrig in books dedicated to the Sahaba specifically. It uncovers the perceptiveness
of the authors of this genre and the particular attention they paid to solving this matter, both in theory and in
practice. This study further aims to identify their tendencies toward either narrowing or expanding, such as
whether they tended to consider narrators with shared names as a single individual or as separate individuals,
and to evaluate the efficacy of their approaches toward resolving this issue. The article begins with Ibn Manda
and Abu Nu’aym, moves on to Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, and ends with Ibn al-Athir and lbn Hajar. Beyond tracing the
history of this issue and its development through books dedicated to the Sahaba, this paper will identify the
various ways these authors addressed companions with shared names and will evaluate the effectiveness of
their perspectives. The article then ends by offering critical suggestions to refine the methodology currently
used when approaching this issue.

Keywords: Narrators of hadith, Reporters, Sahaba, Al-jam’ wa al-jafriq, Al-muttafiq wa al-muftariq

Extended Summary

The study of hadith narrators (‘ilm al-rijal) arose in the 2" century AH as hadith
scholars worked to identify and catalog the names of narrators, searching for their stories
and scrutinizing their conditions. The oldest compilations of this field of study may date
back more specifically to the second half of this century. Regardless, by the 3™ century
AH, a significant increase had occurred in authorship on the subject. As a consequence,
authors began to focus their texts on one of the many subfields that came to make up the
larger study of hadith narrators: biographies, histories, studies assessing the reliability
of narrators (al-jarh wa al-ta ‘dil), and compilations of names and surnames. As leading
scholars continued to develop this genre, delving into the histories and affairs of narrators,
it was only a matter of time before they came across narrators who shared the same
names. They found that two narrators may have the same first name and father’s name,
first name and family name, first name and kunya [honorific], kunya and family name, or
the like. The question therefore recurred in scholars’ minds of how to determine when to
combine (al-jam ‘) and when to differentiate (a/-tafrig) narrators with the same names; in
other words, when to consider them as the same person or as separate people.

At the same time in the 3™ century AH, the composition of books relating to the Sahaba
(the companions of the Prophet Muhammad) had appeared, taking various forms. Some
authors such as Bukhari (d. 256) and Ibn Abi ‘Asim (d. 287) chose to focus entire texts
on the Sahaba, while others including Ibn Sa‘d (d. 230), Khalifa bin Khayyat (d. 240),
and again Bukhari included sections on the Sahaba within their larger texts of biography
or history. In both of these kinds of books, the authors are found to have also dealt with
the question of combination and differentiation (al-jam ‘ wa al-tafiig) of shared names.
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This problem appeared so frequently that scholars who’ve tackled it over the years first
dedicated specific terminology to it (i.e., al-muttafiq wa al-muftarig [the alike and the
unalike]) and then built a whole sub-genre dedicated to it under the broader field of hadith
studies. One must not look any further for examples than Kita@b al-Muttafiq by Abu Bakr
al-Jawzaqi (d. 388 AH) or Kitab al-Muttafiq wa al-Muftarig by al-Khatib (d. 463 AH),
amongst others. This increased literary activity led to scholars criticizing and questioning
each other’s positions on the subject. For example, al-Khatib’s Muwaddih Awham al-
Jam * wa al-Tafrig disputed Bukhari’s Al-Tarikh al-Kabir. He argued that Bukhari had
mistakenly combined two disparate individuals into a single biographical entry in one
instance while dedicating two biographical entries to a single person incorrectly in
another.

This study aims to give careful consideration to this issue of al-jam * wa al-tafrig in
books dedicated to the Sahaba specifically. It uncovers the perceptiveness of the authors
of this genre and the particular attention they paid to solving this matter, both in theory and
in practice. This study further aims to identify their tendencies toward either narrowing
or expanding, namely whether they tended to consider narrators with shared names as a
single individual or as separate individuals. This article will evaluate the efficacy of their
approaches toward resolving this issue as a whole by focusing on the most significant
and prominent texts. These are: Ma rifat al-Sahaba by Tbn Manda (d. 395 AH), Ma ‘rifat
al-Sahaba by Abu Nu‘aym al-Asfahani (d. 430 AH), al-Isti ‘ab fi Ma ‘rifat al-Ashab by
Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463 AH), Asad al-Ghaba by Ibn al-Athir (d. 636 AH), and 4/-Isaba
fi Tamyiz al-Sahaba by Ibn Hajar (d. 852 AH).

This article is not an applied study that determines whether specific biographies of
the Sahaba tended toward combining or differentiating those with shared names or that
concludes by determining which approach is more compelling. This is also not a study
whose goal is to encompass every single example of al-jam ‘ wa al-tafrig in order to
end up with an integrated methodology with which to approach this problem. This study
instead aims to trace the history of this issue and its development through books dedicated
to the Sahaba. It will identify the various ways that the authors of these texts had treated
companions with shared names and will evaluate the effectiveness of their perspectives as
a whole. It will also pave the way for more specialized studies on the approaches of these
authors, such as studies focused on a single one of these authors or studies comparing
the approaches of two or more authors in detail. It will also facilitate future foundational
studies that will outline a comprehensive methodology for approaching this issue by
highlighting evidence, restrictions, perceptions, and other similar factors.

One of this study’s conclusions has been to establish that the issue of al-jam ‘ wa al-
tafrig had appeared early on in the very first of the compositions dedicated to the study
of hadith narrators. The composition of works relating to the Sahaba was no different. As
was stated previously, the issue of al-jam * wa al-tafriqg was also raised in the very first
texts on the Sahaba in the 3rd century AH.
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Another conclusion this study has reached is to demonstrate how the authors of studies
on the Sahaba had varied both in terms of the extent to which they were concerned at all
with al-jam “ wa al-tafiig, as well as their approaches to dealing with this issue. Some
tended towards differentiating Sahaba with similar names into disparate personalities and
rarely combined them into a single person, while others rarely differentiated names and
preferred more often to combine them, and still others chose a middle path between the
two. Ibn Manda is considered to have very liberally differentiated between Sahaba with
shared names, while Abu Nu'aym is considered at the opposite end of the spectrum.
As for Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Ibn al-Athtr, and Ibn Hajar, they were all balanced in their
decision to combine or differentiate. However, one could say that Ibn Hajar had leaned
toward expansiveness in practice, as he tended to differentiate more than he combined
those with shared names, even though his theoretical methodology advocated mediating
between the two. While Abu Nu‘aym’s language is generally decisively in favor of
combining, Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr’s is more indecisive, both with regards to combining as
well as to differentiating. As for Ibn al-Athir and Ibn Hajar, their explanations stand out
for their ability to detail degrees of decisiveness that reflect their careful consideration in
determining when to combine or differentiate.

This study also concludes that Ibn Manda had not concerned himself at all with this
issue, let alone demonstrated any method on how to approach it. Abu Nu‘aym instead
was the first to illustrate a method for dealing with this problem when considering only
those books relating to the Sahaba, not to those covering the study of narrators more
broadly. Abu Nu‘aym offered circumstantial evidence, both explicitly and implicitly, and
advocated combining two biographical entries. He did not offer any evidence with regards
to differentiating two persons with shared names, as he never did so himself, though one
may find instances when he simply upheld a previous author’s differentiation between
two persons. Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr expanded this methodology by sharing circumstantial
evidence for both when to combine and when to differentiate. His evidence is clearer and
more explicit than Abu Nu‘aym’s in terms of combining, and he also included examples
of when to differentiate. One can say that this methodology then reached the pinnacle of
its development in the hands of Ibn al-Athir and Ibn Hajar, for they demonstrated how to
use circumstantial evidence for either combining or differentiating, and their explanations
are largely similar. In most instances, the difference between the two is either that one
author’s particular evidence is more general while the other’s is more detailed, or that
one author chose to leave out mentioning some of the other author’s evidence, having
believed it to be understood by other pieces of evidence that had been mentioned. As
such, to assert that a theoretical difference exists between Ibn al-Athir’s and Ibn Hajar’s
methodologies to approaching this issue is untenable. In most instances, the two differed
on whether to combine or differentiate two Sahaba with shared names due to practical
and not theoretical reasons.
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