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TRAVELS IN THE PROJECT (If any) 

Name of Person 
Type of 

Travel (*) 
Route Date Time (day) 

Total 

Expenditure 

(TL) 

Merve Aktar Conference Albania June 2022 15th  

Used KAF 

funds and not 

BAP project 

budget. 

 

Mehmet Ali 

Üzelgün 

 

Conference Germany 
October 

2022 
22nd  

International 

(non-IHU) 

 

Önder Küçükural 

 

Conference Germany May 2022 21st  KAF 

 

Rahmi Oruç 

 

Conference Germany 

May & 

October 

2022 

May 21st 

October 22nd  
KAF 

 

 

 

TRANSFER AMONG BUDGET ITEMS DURING THE PROJECT (If any) 
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Budget Item 

The Project Budget 

Approved by BAPK 
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Budget item 

Transferred Budget 

(TL) 

 Grammarly    Atlas Ti 1,102.95 
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The Project Budget 

Approved by BAPK 
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Allowance (TL) 
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4. PROJECT MANAGEMENT PROCESS 

SCIENTIFIC STUDIES AND FINDINGS ABOUT THE PROJECT 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The majority of our time and resources were utilized in the oral interview process: formulating 

the interview questions and method, navigating the dynamics of student appointments and 

actual engagements, interview transcriptions, and finally, the present stage of coding and 

analysis. 

 

 

2. MATERIAL AND METHOD 

We concentrated our interview questions on three key areas of research: university freshman 

experiences (personal and educational)  of the Covid pandemic, their exposure to conspiracy 

theories, and their future imaginaries. Questions were designed to be open-ended, so as to 

stimulate narrative answers, stories, rather than affirmative or negative statements. We then 

proceeded to code these narratives under 18 conceptual headings, so as to collect our findings 

in research categories. 

 

 

3. RESEARCH FINDINGS 

Research findings are theorized and discussed in the body of conference papers prepared and 

presented by out team members, listed in the next section. 

 

 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS MADE IN THE SCOPE OF THE PROJECT AND PAPERS 

PRESENTED AT THE MEETINGS * (If any)  

 

 

Open-Source Online Publications: 

October 2022: Mehmet Ali Üzelgün; Merve Aktar; Hossein Turner; Rahmi Oruç,  Narrative 

and Argumentative: Towards a Joint Framework for Examining Everyday Discourse. “Young 

people’s COVID-19 narratives from an argumentative perspective,” Munazara and 

Argumentation Ethics Research Center online.  
 

Conferences: 

 

22 October 2022: Rahmi Oruç; Mehmet Ali Üzelgün; Salih Doğan, "Association and 

Disassociation of Self in Generation Z Crisis Narratives," L’imaginaire en temps de crisis, 

Junges Forum 2022, Berlin, Germany. 

 

https://argumunazara.ihu.edu.tr/en/young-people-s-covid-19-narratives-from-an-argumentative-perspective
https://argumunazara.ihu.edu.tr/en/young-people-s-covid-19-narratives-from-an-argumentative-perspective
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15 June 2022: Merve Aktar, ““It tempered me (like iron) a little:” Pandemic Metaphors by 

University Students in Turkey,” Sixth ASSE International Conference on British and 

American Studies, Albanian Society for the Study of English, Vlore, Albania. 

7 June 2022: Mehmet Ali Üzelgün; Rahmi Oruç; Salih Doğan, “Between Pending Narratives: 

Evaluation of COVID-19 Conspiracy Theories by University Students in Turkey.” 4th 

International Conference Between the Worlds: Narratives and Notions of Pandemics,  

Institute of Ethnology and Folklore Studies with Ethnographic Museum – Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences, Sofia, Bulgaria.  

21 May 2022: Önder Küçükural; Merve Aktar; Goncagül Şahin Kaya, “Dynamics of Vaccine 

Skepticism Among Turkish Youth,” Crisis Narratives and the Pandemic, International 

Academic Conference of the Regensburg Center for International and Transnational Area 

Studies, Regensburg, Germany. 

 

“Transformation of the self amid crisis: COVID-19 narratives of young people after the 

lockdown in Turkey”  

(in Conference: Epidemic Diseases and Social Transformation in the Perspective of Social 

Sciences) * 

 

“The elites are after us”: the hidden elites COVID-19 conspiracy theory as a pending 

narrative”  

(in Conference: Epidemic Diseases and Social Transformation in the Perspective of Social 

Sciences) * 

 

*These two abstracts were accepted to the Epidemic Diseases and Social Transformation in 

the Perspective of Social Sciences Conference, but due to high registration fees that were 

communicated only after the acceptance, were retracted. 

 

Manuscript in Progress: 

 

Rahmi Oruç, Salih Doğan, Mehmet Ali Üzelgün, 

SWINGING BETWEEN TWO PENDING NARRATIVES: THE RECEPTION OF COVID-

19 NARRATIVES AMONG FRESHMEN STUDENTS IN TURKEY. 
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* Please share the publication and images via e-mail with the BAP Coordinator in 

accordance with the BAP Directive, Section 6, Article-16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



T.C. IBN HALDUN UNIVERSITY 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH PROJECTS  

FINAL REPORT FORM 

10 
 

 

IS THE PROJECT SUITABLE FOR WORK CALENDAR? REASONS IF IT DOES 

NOT WORK * 

 

We took the three-month extension so as to continue deciphering the Atlas-ti codes and to 

perform the necessary analytical assessment. The continuing remote – online communication 

between interviewer and interviewees led to unforeseen and required calendar revisions, leading 

to a delay in the coding process as well. This was coupled by the time-lapse caused by student 

research assistant changes during this time. 

  

* If you have an extra time request for the project, please tell the BAP Coordinator with 

a petition. 

 

 

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN POST-PROJECT * 

 

Career-wise, this project provided some of its researchers their valuable first experience with 

project development, coordination, execution, in addition data analysis. Specifically in terms of 

the topic, the project facilitated: 

● deeper understanding in three dimensions of the undertaken work: the experiences and 

coping strategies of students in Turkey during the pandemic lockdown,  

● the extension of the analytical focus of argument analysis from propositions to narrative 

stories. 

● the formation of a competent core research team in performing argument analysis of 

everyday discourse and narratives  

● endeavors to write and apply to large-scale projects with the core research team and 

partnerships. 

● a PhD dissertation on the project topic, in progress, by ACI student, Hossein Turner. 

 

Institutionally, project members represented IHU and gathered attention from academic and 

public audiences through invitations to and participations in research-based events. For example, 

Dr Önder Küçükural delivered a talk to high school students at the Mümtaz Turhan Sosyal 

Bilimler Lisesi, titled "Dilin İmkânları: Söylemler, Argümanlar, Hikâyeler." Students from the 

school remained in active contact with Dr. Küçükural and participated in Project-related reading 

groups and events. Conference participation in European countries garnered active interest from 

universities and led to collaborative interest. A notable example is that the Dean of the Faculty of 

Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Ismail Qemali, Vlore, in Albania, contacted 

Dr. Merve Aktar post-conference, and proposed a teaching and research collaboration under the 

umbrella of the Erasmus+ KA171 mobility program. The application has been submitted, and 

IHU and the University of Ismail Qemali have already signed a Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

Project-wise, in the Fall of 2022, the BAP project 2105 team applied in the capacity of potential 

project researcher from research consortium member country, to the Horizon Europe Framework 

Program Call: “Disaster Resilient Society 2022.” Project Proposal title: Modelling Positive Crisis 
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Behavior to Increase Individual and Societal Wellbeing in Times of Health Crises. This project 

proposal was coordinated by the Institute for Population and Human Studies in Sofia, Bulgaria. 

The Horizon project was declined, but network ties were established between the team and 

project teams/researchers from Bulgaria, Romania, and other European countries. 

 

Research-wise, the project in general has opened the space for international research partnerships 

such as in the examples of the University of Ismail Qemali and of the Institute for Population and 

Human Studies. On the other hand, the white paper output serves as a survey of the fields of 

narrative discourse and argumentative discourse, wherein the two fields are considered not just 

separately, but in interconnection with each other. While not a break-through, this comparative 

analysis offers an informed and detailed analysis in a relatively emerging, limited locus in 

scholarship. The paper also serves as a base for specific, focused manuscripts on narrative and 

argumentative discourses that are in the making. 

 

* State the impact and benefit of your project (career development, institutional and 

academic aspects) and how it will be maintained after the project is over. 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE / FINANCIAL PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN THE PROJECT 

PROCESS (If any) 

 

 


