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Summary:

When one explores the available heritage catalogues, starting with al-
Fihrist of an-Nadim (d. 380/990) and ending with die Geschichte des ara-
bischen Schrifttums of Fuat Sezgin (d. 1439/2018), he clearly sees a little
mention and a weak presence of Arabic and Islamic heritage in various sci-
ences from the first three centuries of hijra; This, of course, applies to the
Islamic theologian sciences of all kinds. Regarding the history of the text
of the Qur’an, neither the ‘uthmanic codices nor the so-called imam co-
dex have survived. Also, the early works written in the orthography of the
Qur’anic text, which deal with its characteristics and phenomena, have
not survived to us. This case does not differ from case of the Qur’anic sci-
ences that are concerned with correctness and accuracy of the reading and
recitation of the Qur’an, such as the science of the Qur’anic readings, the
science of the recitation of the Qur’an, the science of stopping and begin-
ning. Their early works date back to the first century of hijra. In the sec-
ond and third centuries, the movement of writing in these fields strength-
ened, as witnessed by the several catalogues of the heritage, but what was
spared is very rare. As for the science of exegesis, its condition is much bet-
ter than the above-mentioned from the Qur’anic sciences; the catalogues
mention a wide range of early tafsir works that have survived, partly com-
plete and partly incomplete. Therefore, this contribution attempts to pres-
ent an updated presentation of what was written in the aforementioned
sciences in order to show the depth of the crisis of early heritage and the
size of the lost from it on the one hand and how to reset it based on later

sources on the other hand.
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