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principle. Otherwise, there will be a violation of the principle of adaptation, and the needs of 

those who need the public service cannot be met. In this case, the neglect of the adaptation 

principle by the administration may result in a violation of the continuity principle too. 

 

After 11 March 2020, when the Covid-19 virus was first detected in our country, 

different measures were taken by the administration in a wide range of fields within the law-

enforcement authority. In addition, the pandemic, which showed its impact in our country in an 

intense and fast manner, has also had important results in terms of basic public services. If 

health services are excluded, it can be said that pandemics mostly affect education and higher 

education public services. Because, from 16 March 2020, primary and secondary schools 

throughout the country have been on holiday for one week and higher education institutions for 

three weeks. On 23 March 2020, the Education Information Network (EBA) was put into 

service by the Ministry of National Education and education service was started to be provided 

through internet and television broadcasts. Higher education institutions, on the other hand, 

continued their education activities in digital environments by using their own infrastructure or 

through the “YÖK Courses Platform” created by The Council of Higher Education (YÖK). 

 

The fact that education and learning are also regulated as a right in Article 42 of the 

Constitution reveals the importance of both the Ministry of Education, higher education 

institutions and public services carried out by YÖK. In this context, it can be said that the 

decisions taken by these administrations in the coronavirus period and the methods they applied 

are the result of the implementation of the adaptation principle of the public service. On the 

other hand, these decisions and the methods implemented have enabled these public services to 

be carried out in accordance with the principle of continuity. In this process, it should be 

emphasized that the lack of methods applied by the Ministry of National Education or higher 

education institutions and the lack of coordination of YÖK will result in the inability to perform 

public services of education and higher education and as a result of the responsibility of the 

administration. 

 

Considering that public services can only be established by act, it can be said that the 

legislator has an obligation in terms of continuity and adaptation principles of public services. 

Because the legislator, who will establish the public service, can grant a discretionary power to 

implement the principle of adaptation to the administration with the law to be enacted or the 

administration may have a non-discretionary power in this regard. As a matter of fact, the 
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regulations in both the National Education Basic Law numbered 1739 and the Higher Education 

Law numbered 2547 can ensure that both education and higher education public services are 

carried out in line with the principle of adaptation by these administrations. Thus, it is seen that 

the legislator fulfill it’s obligations towards the implementation of education and higher 

education public services within the framework of the continuity and adaptation principles. At 

this point, the importance of administrations, which are the executives of public services, to 

carry out their activities in accordance with the laws becomes apparent. Because, even if the 

administrations are not the founders of public services, the lawfulness and discretionary power 

of the administration imposes an unavoidable obligation to the administration in terms of 

conducting public services in accordance with the principles of continuity and adaptation. 

 

Keywords: Public service, distance education, continuity, adaptation, responsibility of the 

administration, discretionary power. 
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