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When al-Bukhārī Disagrees with Muslim: 
The Variables of Matn Criticism  

in Ḥadīth Turbah  

Nuzulul Qadar Abdullah  
İbn Haldun University, Turkey 

Introduction1 

Mukhtalif and Mushkil al-Ḥadīth, commonly translated as 
contradictory and contrasting Prophetic reports, are among the 
most complex and challenging anatomies of sciences of ḥadīth. It 
deals primarily with prophetic injunctions that seemingly 
contradict other epistemological sources such as Qur’anic verses, 
historical facts, and sound rationality.2 In recent years, the ḥadīth 
corpus in general has been under extreme scrutiny with claims that 
it is self-conflicting in nature and its contents are incoherent with 
modern sciences and secular rationality. The Ṣaḥīḥyn, two 

 
1 I am indebted to Asst. Prof. Walid Jumblatt Abdullah from Nanyang Technological 
University (Singapore) and Assoc. Prof. Yaşar Çolak from İbn Haldun University 
(Turkey) for the lucid insights which have improved this manuscript. I am also 
grateful to Prof. Sharaf al-Quḍāh from University of Jordan and Assoc. Prof. Ḥamzah 
al-Bakrī from İbn Haldun University for the critical discussions on ḥadīth turbah. 
2 While scholars differ on the nuances of “mukhtalif al-ḥadīth” and “mushkil al-
ḥadīth”, in this paper I use the two terminologies interchangeably since classical 
scholars before the codification of ḥadīth sciences did not differentiate them in theory 
or application. Refer to: Sharaf Maḥmūd al-Quḍāh, ‘ʿIlm Mukhtalif al-Ḥadīth: Uṣūluh 
Wa Qawāʿiduh’, Dirāsāt 28, no. 2 (2001): 24. 
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