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Abstract

The movement to formally codify ḥadīth flowered in the middle of 
the second century. This occurred when a group of ḥadīth scholars wrote 
out their narrations and organized said reports under chapter headings per-
taining to either one topic or various topics. We find an example of this in 
the Muwaṭṭa’ and Jawāmi‘ genres. These texts included ḥadīths that were 
marfū’, side by side with sayings of the companions and fatwas of the suc-
cessor generation. However, this did not continue into the third century, 
where we find an important change in the compilation of ḥadīth works. At 
the beginning of the two hundreds, we find a new genre of ḥadīth compi-
lation emerge, the musnad. Within this genre the compiler limits himself 
to marfū‘ reports from among all of that which he narrates. As Ibn Ḥajar 
points out, there is hardly any scholar of the ḥuffādh category that did not 
author his work according to this musnad fashion.

The method of limiting compilations to prophetic reports, thus exclud-
ing companion reports, became widespread in texts organized topically. This is 
what is found in the Jawāmi‘ genre (as well as the Sunnan genre) even though 
as a genre it existed prior to that. What was new in the third century was the us-
age of this method in the genre. However, some of those who compiled texts 
topically retained the previous method as was the case among the Muṣannafāt. 

Many studies have been undertaken, and opinions have differed con-
cerning why the aforementioned change or development took place in the 
method of ḥadīth compilation. This study aims to highlight and turn the 
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reader’s attention to what the author believes played the most central role 
in that change and development; namely the impact of legal scholars (fuqa-
hā’) on ḥadīth scholars in the second century and then the subsequent de-
crease of impact in the third century. This subsequent decrease of impact 
led to an independence of ḥadīth from fiqh in the third century. This study 
also aims to clarify the impact of Imām al-Shāfi‘i on these changes in meth-
od specifically and on the independence of adīth scholars from the influ-
ence of the fiqh scholars more broadly.

Keywords: History of Ḥadīth, Marfū‘, Mawqūf, Second Century, 
Third Century
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 Hicrî II. Asırda Rivayet Uslûbu (I): 1. Rivayet Açısından Ma'mer b. Raşid'in
(ö.153) el-Cami'i, AÜİFD, Cilt XLIII, Sayı I.
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