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To every student in Afghanistan whose life was taken before 
reaching the classroom—for every dream left unfinished, 
every diploma never received, every lesson never completed

Though the night is long, the sun will rise again ...
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Preface

This book explores the legacy of the sixteenth-century polymath Muslih 
al-DTn Lan (d. 979/1572), with a particular emphasis on his historical work 
Mir’atu’I-Adv dr m Mirkatu’l-Ahbar (The Mirror of Epochs and the Staircase 
of Historical Reports). While Lan is most renowned for his contributions to 
philosophy, theology, and astronomy, his historical writings have received scant 
attention in academic discourse. This study posits that Lan’s composition of 
a universal history was not driven by the traditional aims of historical docu­
mentation but rather by his desire to leave a lasting intellectual legacy. In his 
later years, Lari sought to compile and synthesize the knowledge he had ac­
cumulated throughout his life, with his historical work serving as a of
encapsulating his broader intellectual vision.

The primary aim of this study is to elucidate Lari’s role as a historian, with 
particular focus on his analyses of the Safavid, Timurid, and Ottoman realms 
during his extensive travels through these Islamic states. This investigation raises 
critical questions concerning Persian historiography, especially in relation to the 
classification of Timurid and Safavid Persian historiographic models, while posi­
tioning Lari as a significant figure within this intellectual landscape. Additionally, 
by examining Lari’s decision to compose a universal history dedicated to the Ot­
toman Sultan later in his life, this study addresses the intricate interplay between 
history and literature, exploring whether his work serves as a rigorous historical 
narrative or a literary endeavor that reflects his command, of stylistic expression. 
This study contributes to the emerging dialogue on Persian-influenced Ottoman 
historiography by situating Lari within the context of sixteenth-century intel­
lectual debates. While his work has received some scholarly attention, it has 
yet to be thoroughly analyzed in terms of its historiographical significance. Re­
flecting the experiences of a wandering scholar navigating the complex political 
and intellectual environments of his time, Lari’s writings offer valuable insights 
into the historiographical methods of the era. Through a critical examination of 
Mir ’atu ’l-Advdr wa Mirkatu ’l-Ahbar and its connections to Persian-Islamic liter­
ary traditions, this study highlights both the strengths and limitations of Lari’s 
historiographical approach, as well as its lasting impact on contemporary histori­
cal scholarship.
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This research ultimately positions Lari within the broader intellectual debates 
of the sixteenth century, thereby contributing to the field of Persian-influenced 
Ottoman historiography. While his role as a historian was secondary to his philo­
sophical and. theological pursuits, Lari’s historical writings stand as a testament 
to his broader intellectual aspirations and his desire to preserve and transmit the 
knowledge he had gathered over a lifetime.
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