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Rise and Fall of the AK Party’s Kurdish
Peace Initiatives

TALHA KOSE *

ABSTRACT This study analyzes the peace and reconciliation initiatives of the AK
Party governments (2002 until 2017) to address the Kurdish Question. with a special
focus on the Reconciliation Process. Steps taken throughout the Reconciliation
Process and the strengths and weaknesses of these steps are discussed. It is argued
that the main challenges and shortcomings were the shifting political priorities of
the Kurdish political actors, the changing balance of power within Turkish domestic
politics, a new opportunities presented to the Kurdish Movement by the Syrian Civil
War and the uncertainties Turkey faced due to this war. The main conclusion of the
paper is that the regional turmoil, especially the ongoing civil wars in Syria and Iraq
are the major determinants that blocked the Reconciliation Process.
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