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History and Activism Combined: An Interview
with Machiel Kiel on his Life-Long Efforts to
Save Ottoman Monuments by Faruk Yash¢imen

Machiel Kiel is a renowned professor of Ottoman history who has devoted
his life to scholarly research. He has penned over 300 articles and seventeen
books on the Ottoman Balkans and historical topography, especially the earlier
periods. Thanks to his tireless efforts in conducting field research, Kiel docu-
mented many previously undocumented Ottoman monuments in the Balkans
and published scholarly works on them. But this reflects only one side of his
engagement with Ottoman history. Kiel also took an active role to save Ottoman
monuments from immediate danger of collapse or demolishment by local
authorities. The cases in this interview detail his activism and show that Kiel
did not simply leave the monuments to their fate but continued to follow each
case individually turning them into important causes. Something he continues
to do to this day with his efforts to protect the Imaret-Zaviye of Mihaloglu
Mahmud Bey, the second oldest Ottoman building of the Balkans, located in
the town of Thtiman, and situated on the Sophia-Plovdiv (Filibe) highway in
central Bulgaria. This is where the idea of this interview was born. This
interview was conducted in two sessions: the first in Sofia and the second in
Istanbul. The draft was reviewed and detailed by Kiel himself, therefore, partly
gaining a biographical interview feature. The interview focuses on Machiel
Kiel’s early career and how he encountered his first Ottoman monuments, as
well as his endeavors and engagements with history and architecture. There
are examples of how Kiel saved the mausoleum of Sar1 Saltuk in Romania, the
Siileymaniye Mosque on the island of Rhodes, the Zaviye of Ghazi Evrenos
in Komotini, the Mosque of Fatih Sultan Mehmed in the town of Kyustendil
in Western Bulgaria, the bridge built by Mimar Sinan in Bolvadin, Western
Anatolia, and the Caravanserai of Biiyiik Cekmece in Istanbul.
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Yasligimen: Professor Kiel, you are not the kind of historian who simply pub-
lishes books and articles or joins conferences, but you have also been very
active on the ground, trying to save Ottoman monuments in different places
which are in immediate danger of collapse, or are threatened with demolish-
ment by local authorities. Let us briefly talk about what you have done so far
in this matter and what you are planning to do. But first of all, I would like
to learn where your love and passion to save Ottoman monuments in danger
came from.

Kiel: This started rather early. In my village, we had a primary school that
gave perfect primary education. It was really excellent. I was a difficult pupil,
good in some topics, but very bad in others. Some said I was the most stupid
of the class! In Dutch grammar, in arithmetic, and in handwriting I was doing
pretty badly. My handwriting was especially terrible. I was a left-hander, and
I was not allowed to use my left-hand. The school teacher, an elderly lady,
would immediately come and hit my left hand with a wooden ruler, which was
pretty painful. A few years later the system changed. Left handers were now
accepted!

Besides the bad notes, I received three nines on the school report of each
year. Ten was the highest grade and almost never given. My good grades were
from the courses on geography, architecture, and history. In our system, Dutch
grammar and arithmetic are regarded to be the key subjects of a good educa-
tion. Therefore, I was not admitted to middle school, and my parents did not
have money to fund my education. When I was working as a mason I had no
middle school degree. So, I could not go to university for a long while.

It was in the last years of primary school that I developed my first inter-
est in buildings and their history. The teacher was explaining to us the dif-
ference between Romanesque and Gothic architecture and insisted that
Romanesque buildings were very rare in the Netherlands. I happened to spend
the whole summer in the remote north-east corner of my country, the province
of Groningen where only few people had gone to. My father as well as my
mother came from this province and could find work in Nord-Holland with
its flourishing economy. My grandparents lived in the little harbor town of
Delfzijl in Groningen. As a child of twelve years, I went on a bicycle to see the
remote villages that all had a Romanesque church. Back in school, I told this
to the teacher who encouraged me greatly to learn more about these buildings.
This was the beginning. In the spring of 1959, I went with three friends by car
to Athens and traversed all of Yugoslavia. On our route, we decided to spend a
day in the city of Skopje/Uskiip. There I saw for the first time in my lifg beau-
tiful mosques, giant hamams, and specious caravanserais, products of a totally
different civilization, all in perfect shape. I immediately fell in love with them.
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Another event, just after having seen Skopje took place in Florina, the
first Greek town on our way, and a few times later also in Serres/Siroz and
Thessaloniki. In these places, we also saw monumental Ottoman buildings,
mosques and hamams, but all in a shocking state of disrepair and neglect. We
could not understand why such valuable buildings were in such a miserable
state. When we asked the people in English or French why this was so, several
times we got the same reaction: “Oh, it is not important, these are the works of
barbarians without any value.”

In Yugoslavia, Skopje, Prilep, and Manastir, where we had come across
the same sort of buildings that were well looked after and had text-boards on
them writing that the object was protected by the State we received as answer:
“Well, this is because there they have no culture of their own and therefore
keep those Turkish things.” We were really shocked by such arrogance and
ignorance. Especially Serbia which has the most magnificent churches from
the twelfth to the sixteenth century. Not big but full of refined decoration. I
decided that I should read about these “barbarian” buildings but hardly found
anything. Twenty years later, I published my first study about the unknown
Turkish way of building. Now, I am almost eighty-three years old, published
seventeen books and over 300 articles and small studies, the fire is still burning.

Yasligimen: So, you accidentally encounter a different architecture belonging
to a different culture, however, you also observe a strong prejudice among
people living around these buildings that considerably,surprised you. We will
come back to this point, to such deeply ingrained social prejudices, but before
that you said you worked as a mason, right?

Kiel: Yes, I started working when I was fourteen years old and worked many
years and did all kinds of work that was available. I worked a few years in a
great printing house, and later in an oil factory. I was a cook for half a year
on a sea-going ship, then worked half a year in England as a “cowboy,” and
was a dishwasher for a full year in a great hotel in Stockholm. Both coun-
tries, England and Sweden were prosperous and less affected from the Second
World War. In Holland, it was the other way around: a large part of this lit-
tle country was bombed out and almost all the trains (mostly electrified) and
machinery from the factories, as well as heavy lorries for transporting were
confiscated by the German Wehrmacht and transported to Germany. We never
saw them return. After May 1945, Holland had to build itself up, helped by the
Americans with the so-called Marshall Plan. In England and Sweden, I could
save money enough to fund my family, to marry and have children. I worked
eighteen years on the restoration of the big fourteenth—sixteenth-century
Old Church in Amsterdam, which was near to my home village (twenty minutes
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by train plus ten minutes’ walk from the railway station to the church). There
I learned construction work, “learning by doing.” I became a good mason and
stone cutter. Besides work on the main Gothic fagades of the church, my great-
est work was the reconstruction of the vaults of the main entrance room of the
church. The room was covered by a late Gothic net-vault which was in a terri-
ble situation. In less than a year, I reconstructed the entire vault with authentic
old materials; cut the stones in the right form myself and placed them where
they should be. This is now forty years ago. Meanwhile, I moved to Germany
where I got a good job in Munich and later moved to Bonn. In 2016, I went
back to Amsterdam to see the church again and examined my net-vault to see
if something had gone wrong, but everything was still alright, perfect. My
expertise as a mason has been so important for my later career because I com-
bined this with the theory of arts, theory of history and a lot about architectural
knowledge.

Yasli¢imen: Let’s come to your initiative to save old monuments. The first one
was in 1971 in Romania, the #irbe of the famous Sar1 Saltuk Dede in the town
of Babadag.

Kiel: Before this, I should tell something of vital importance that needs to
be said. In my free time, I started to study on my own the history of archi-
tecture, Medieval West-European art, Byzantine art, and Islamic architecture,
focusing on Ottoman architecture. Important friends helped me to enter the
Royal Library and the University of Leiden, famous for its rich collection of
books for “Oriental” Studies. Besides that, my father helped me to travel to
the Balkans. This was in 1968. The next year, I got a scholarship from the
Netherlands Organization for the Promotion of Science (Z.W.0.) in Den Haag.
Within three months, I covered over 15,000 kilometers in Serbia, Bulgaria,
and Greece, assisted by Gehard de Vries, my dear colleague from the Old
Church, and came back with vast documentation about the surviving Ottoman
monuments and about Orthodox Christian churches from the Ottoman period.
The people of Z.W.0. were very satisfied with the results of my research and
in the following ten years I got the same scholarship and a Land Rover car
was given to me to reach even the most remote places such as monasteries in
mountainous areas.

The topic was Christian Art under Muslim Rule. Ottoman churches were
totally neglected. The Balkan scholars focused on the monuments from the
time before the Ottoman conquest and did not care about relics of their former
masters. Only in Serbia things were better, but there are almost no monuments
of the Ottoman period left over. In my free time, I wrote many small studies
about what we had found and had a table full of them. The first published
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article was on the Ottoman monuments of the town of Thessaloniki (Selanik
in Turkish) printed in 1971, thirty pages full of information that for Greeks
was totally unknown. In 1976, I was admitted to the University of Amsterdam
because I had taught myself English and German, a bit of French, Bulgarian,
and Serbian. I did modern Turkish and Ottoman Turkish at the University of
Amsterdam to read for myself the vast documentation about the Balkans in the
Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives (Bagbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi) in Istanbul.
I have been working there since 1983. I still visit the archive twice a year,
together with my wife, Hedda, who is also an Ottomanist.

I did my Ph.D. in Amsterdam and in a big ceremony was awarded a

“Literarum Doctorem,” with a dissertation on “Bulgarian Ecclesiastical

Architecture and Mural Painting,” which in 1985 appeared in print as: Art
and Society of Bulgaria in the Turkish Period (Maastricht-Assen: Van Gorcum
Publishers, 1985).

There was an important congress on the Byzantine Empire in 1971.
Beforehand, I had studied Byzantine history and art. At the time, I was living
in Wormerveer, a village in northwest Holland, where I was born, grew up, and
had my primary education. My father and I both decided to rent a Volkswagen
and drive to Romania to join the congress. Before going to Bucharest, we went
first to Babadag to see the tomb of Sar1 Saltuk. The little domed building was
in a terrible state of ruin. Through the dome ran a deep crack from the top of
the dome to the ground. It was so wide that one could push his arm in it. I was
sure that it would not survive the next winter. Back in Bucharest at the con-
gress I met the head of the organizing committee, Professor Mihai Berza. He
was a very knowledgeable and nice person. He had an extensive knowledge
on art, history, and politics. I told him about Babadag and the mausoleum of
Sar1 Saltuk, a great Muslim saint and mystic leader with a great influence on
people. It was he who had spread Islam in northern Dobrudja, where the pop-
ulation was mostly Turkic and partly Christian Bulgarians. Some had come
to Dobrudja in the ninth century and accepted Christianity. The bulk of the
Turkish people came in the mid-thirteenth century with the Seldjuk Prince
Izzeddin Kaykavuz. Sar1 Saltuk accompanied the group of settlers and made
Babadag as a base to spread Islam as far as he could. Sar1 Saltuk died in
1298/79 and was buried in Babadag. After his death, part of the followers of
Izzeddin returned to Anatolia where they settled in the territory of the Beylik
of Karasi. In this time, the Bulgarians living in the south of the Dobrudja and
further away put heavy military pressure on the Muslims, who converted to
Christianity and are since then known as Gagauz, “the People of Kaykavuz.”

When in the early fifteenth century the Ottomans annexed the Dobrudja
most of the Turkish settlers turned back to Islam. Others continued to be
Gagauz. When Sultan Bayezid II went on a campaign to take the towns of
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Kilia and Akkirman (1484) he visited the grave of Sar1 Saltuk and ordered
the construction of a kiilliye containing a monumental tirbe, zaviye, mosque,
meres, imaret, caravanserai, hamam, and plastered main streets which existed
until the late eighteenth and first half of the nineteenth century. This monu-
mental complex was destroyed during the violent Russian wars against the
Ottomans. After the Russo-Turkish War ended in 1828, the impoverished and
diminished Muslims built a simple tomb over the grave, the building we see
today. Sar1 Saltuk, it should be added, is the person who converted the hitherto
pagan Nogay Han and his people, the Nogay Turks.

I told this whole story to Mihai Berza and said that the tomb would be
split and collapse if nothing was done. Berza listened patiently. When I had
finished, he said “I will try to do something. I see the importance.”

Yaslicimen: What happened then?

Kiel: After about half a year, I received via the post a nice photograph with
greetings from Mihai Berza. The tomb was restored! By the way, Romanians
were very good at restoration. I didn’t understand how the Romanian
decision-makers could act so quickly. Twenty years later, I sat on a table with
a group of Romanian colleagues, who were experts in history and arts. I told
them the story of Sar1 Saltuk tomb and Mihai Berza and how he managed this
in such a short time. They laughed at me and told me that Berza was the chief
advisor of the Romanian dictator and President of the Republic of Romania
Nicolae Ceausescu. By luck, I had just met the right person. He most probably
convinced Ceausescu by saying that this is a great chance to make good propa-
ganda for our country, an opportunity to say “Look! We also care for Muslim
monuments.”!

Yasligcimen: What a wonderful coincidence! When was the last time you vis-
ited the tomb of Sar1 Saltuk? Do you know anything about the current condi-
tion of the tomb?

Kiel: Difficult question ... It was seven or eight years ago, again on the occa-
sion of another conference. A few years ago, Turkey wanted to renovate the
tomb again. During winters the moisture gets icy and paintings on the outside
wall deteriorate in a short time. But one thing was achieved: after my initiative
and Berza’s direct action, the tomb was saved, it survived for the next gener-
ations to come.

1. If the reader wants to know more about Sari Saltuk the easiest source is the detailed
article “Sari Saltuk” in Isldm Ansiklopedisi, vol. 36 (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi, 2009),
147-70, with a rich bibliography.
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Yasligimen: Professor Kiel, you took up another cause on one of the Aegean
Islands, Rhodes. Right?

Kiel: Yes, the story with Berza and Ceausescu was only verbal. There is
nothing written about it. About the Rhodes action there is a whole dossier of
correspondence, which I keep in my private library. In the fortified town of
Rhodes—very beautiful—there are numerous mosques. One was built during
the time of Sultan Siileyman, whose construction started immediately after
the conquest, which took place in the beginning of 1523. The building has a
central dome, five beautiful small domes in front, guest rooms on both sides,
and a big minaret.

In December 1987, it became internationally known that the minaret of the
Mosque of Sultan Siileyman was in danger of collapsing. There are often heavy
storms on the island which always blow from the same direction. The stone,
of course, reacts to the water being continuously exposed to the same side.
Over the years, the tower leaned dangerously over onto one side. Something
had to be done. The Municipality of Rhodes wanted to take the building down.
Indeed, in the last thirty years, this had happened many times. In the 1950s, the
minaret of the great mosque of Sultan Mustafa III from 1764, and the minaret
of the elegant RedZep Pasha Mosque were destroyed. In the 1970s, the minaret
of the picturesque Aga Camii was demolished and the exterior of the building
was changed so much that the common man could not realize that it was a
mosque. This happened in great contrast to the behavior of the Italians who
had occupied Rhodes and the twelve islands of the archipelago (Dodekanesos/
Dodecanese) between 1912 and 1943. Under their government not a single
minaret fell. In 1948, after a period under English occupation, the islands were
given back to the Greeks.

What the Italians had done was to make high quality plans, elevations and
photographs of all the Ottoman monuments and publish them in an excellent
book (Hermes Balducci, Architettura Turca in Rodi [Milano, 1932]). It was
clear that behind the actions against the Siileyman Mosque was a plan to sys-
tematically remove first the minarets and then the mosque, whenever such
things could be done without making much noise. As a reaction to the bad news
about the Siileyman Mosque, I received letters of people from many countries
if T knew more about it. In May 1987, I had the opportunity to go to Rhodes to
talk to various people and to see the problems myself. The Netherlands orga-
nization Z.W.O. sponsored the travel costs. In December of 1987, the upper
part of the minaret, including the two balconies (serefe) had been demolished
under the orders of the Rhodes Municipality. Back at home I contacted a num-
ber of historians from various universities and asked for their support. I wrote
a letter to the municipality as diplomatically and carefully as possible because
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I knew that Greeks in general are very sensitive about everything connected
with Turks. It took a long time before I had all the signatures on the letter and
the extra paper with names and signatures of the participating professors and
an explanation of which university they worked for and what was their spe-
cialty. The answer came rapidly, written by the mayor himself. Everything was
okay and the restoration would start as soon as the Greek state had given the
approval. None of the scholars that had signed the letter believed it.

Yasligimen: How did the locals of Rhodes react to this?

Kiel: I think the first question to ask here is about how to approach the history
of Rhodes, which has so many monuments going back to different time peri-
ods. There are monuments dating back to prehistory and to classical Greek
culture. After Byzantium as a great power disappeared after the conquest of
Constantinople by the Crusaders (1204) the Knights of Saint John came. They
were warriors like the ghazis of Ottoman history, and like them they devoted
their lives to protect their religion by sword. It is also known that these knights
were terrible pirates who robbed Antalya and around the eastern part of the
Mediterranean Sea.

Rhodes is situated between Turkey’s mainland and Egypt. When Yavuz
Sultan Selim conquered Egypt, Rhodes ruled by the Knights of Saint John
became a great danger to the contact between Istanbul and Egypt. The Knights
could block all traffic between Turkey and Egypt. The Knights had kept the
island for more than three centuries and had built many beautiful buildings
such as the Palace of the Grand Master, an enormous Grand Church and many
other churches and monasteries for the different orders. On the first day of
January 1523 the Ottomans under the command of Sultan Stileyman himself
captured the strongly fortified city of Rhodes and the whole island. The con-
quest of Rhodes cost many lives. Finally, the Ottomans got the island and ruled
over it for almost four centuries. The town of Rhodes became largely a Muslim
town. Within the city walls only Muslims and Jews were allowed to settle.
Almost all the Greeks lived outside the city wall.

As for the current debate, there were two kinds of reactions from the Greek
people of Rhodes with regards to the mosques. On the one hand, there were
those who had a very biased view of Turks, Turkey, and the Turkish period in
history. They thought that there were only three great periods in the history of
Rhodes, Antiquity, Byzantium, and the Knights of Saint John. They were part
of Rhodes’ history. However, the Turks were not and their buildings should
be removed whenever an opportunity appeared. This is the reason why they
let the mosque fall into ruin by itself. The first step was the tearing down of
the minaret, of course. But there was another group of Greek citizens of the
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island. In my opinion, they were the more enlightened people. These were
the ones who were going to win in the discussion: what to keep, and what to
demolish. They supported the decision to restore and save Siileyman’s mosque
(See Appendix 1).

Yasligimen: What happened to the minaret of the Siileyman Mosque in Rhodes?

Kiel: The minaret was deliberately taken down. I had seen it in 1968 when
it was still standing. It didn’t collapse by itself. But they took it down before
it collapsed by itself. Every passing minute had been a threat because peo-
ple were passing by every day. Something really had to be done. That this
was the prelude to the total disappearance of the building was only seen by
a few people. I decided to use my network, wrote a very polite and diplo-
matic letter, translated in perfect Greek, and sent it to the Mayor of Rhodes,
Savvas Karagiannis, and the Director of Historical Monuments Ilias Kollias
on 14 November 1988. The letter was signed by fifteen professors from the
Universities of Amsterdam, Berlin, Birmingham, Bonn, Leiden, Munich,
Paris, Tubingen, and Utrecht (See Appendix 2). In February 1989, we received
an answer from the mayor in person and the influential Ephoros Archaiotiton
(Inspector General) of the Historical Monuments of Rhodos, Kollias (See
Appendix 3). Shortly afterwards, I heard from a gentleman from Holland who
lived on the island for years and had many contacts from among local people.
He had learned what happened and told me that the letter had an enormous
effect, like an exploding bomb. They had never thought that the world was
watching them. The end result of the discussions among themselves was that
the history of Rhodes in fact had four great periods in its history, Antiquity,
Byzantium, the Knights of Saint John, and the Ottoman Empire. The result
of the change was that the minaret of the Siileymaniye Mosque was restored,
together with the entire building. At the same time, they restored the charming
wooden Aga Mosque on the main street of the city. The minaret of this mosque
had previously been demolished and the shape of the building was changed
so much so that un-trained people could not realize that there was a mosque.
More plans about restorations were made, others were actually well restored.
The financial crisis in Greece during the last years unfortunately brought an
end to the renovations. I am proud to have contributed to the long process of
bringing both Greece and Turkey nearer to each other.2

2. For. a succinct but complete overview of the history of Rhodes, focusing on the Ottoman
period, see Isldm Ansiklopedisi, vol. 35 (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi, 2008), 155-58, with a
rich bibliography.
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Yash¢imen: And there were other places which you did something for. For
example, the Zaviye of Ghazi Evrenos in Komotini ...

Kiel: This is true. In Komotini (Giimiilcine in Turkish), the ruins of the Zaviye
of Ghazi Evrenos stood for many years in the middle of the old town center.
The building is the oldest Ottoman monument in the entire Balkans. Although
it had a prayer section, it was not a mosque but a zaviye. In Ottoman times
(until 1912,) it gave shelter to travelers and served them food for three days.
When I first saw it in 1968, as far as I remember, the building was in a miser-
able, terrible situation. The Zaviye of Ghazi Evrenos was built around 1380. I
had the opportunity to measure and photograph the building in 1971. It served
as a power station generating electricity with large machines which worked on
oil. The machines were oily and incredibly dirty. To place the machines into
the building they had to open big holes in the walls that separated the two side
rooms from the central hall. The municipality of Komotini decided to make
a new power station outside the town and wanted to demolish this dirty old
building. It was the property of the municipality and a law on the protection of
ancient monuments did not exist yet in Greece.

During World War II, Greece had suffered very much. Following the end
of the war and the departure of Bulgarian and German armed forces, a civil
war broke out between 1945 and 1948. It was even crueler than the previous
one. The country was very poor, like the Netherlands. It took almost half a
century until the country got back on its feet again. They had a very limited
budget to spend for culture. I wrote a study about the building and its great
historical and artistic value and published it in the prestigious Balkan Studies
appearing in 1972 in Thessaloniki. Balkan Studies was a very influential jour-
nal, as I said before. Its editor was an open-minded person, Vasilis Laourdas.
He said, “OK we’ll push this through and make a bit of noise about it.” Later
it was decided to restore the building. This they did. The dirty machines were
removed and the broken-away walls were reconstructed and the whole build-
ing restored very carefully. The electric power station was removed to another
location outside the town. The building has been serving as local museum for
two decades now.

Yasligimen: It is great that through your efforts another historical monument
was saved. Do you remember the title of this work, in which you have written
about Ghazi Evrenos that eventually saved the zaviye?

Kiel: Yes, I wrote two articles on it. The first appeared in Balkan Studies, vol-
ume 11 in 1971, pp. 415-55 titled as “Observations on the History of Northern
Greece during the Turkish Rule: Historical and Architectural Description of the

Yasligimen / History and Activism Combined 307

Turkish Monuments of Komotini and Serres, their Place in the Development
of Ottoman Turkish Architecture.” The second study was published in Sanar
Tarihi Yill:g1, Kunsthistorische Forschungen, volume 12 in 1983, pp. 117-38
with the title: “The Oldest Monuments of Ottoman-Turkish Architecture in
the Balkans: The Imaret and the Mosque of Ghazi Evrenos Bey in Giimiilcine
(Komotini) and the Evrenos Bey Han in the village of Ilica/Loutra in Greek
Thrace (1370-1390).” The first of these two studies had a great influence as
they told me later.

The decision not to destroy the building was accepted with the arguments
of “a specialist from the Netherlands,” that was me! Years later, in Tunisia
there was an international conference on Ottoman monuments and their prob-
lems. I was invited and gave a lecture about another object somewhere else.
A group of specialists who were mostly Arabs said “You can do something to
change the course and preserve the monument.” A few colleagues from Saudi
Arabia or from another Arab country, I don’t remember precisely, laughed and
said “If a rich guy comes and buys up the thing, he takes it down. One or two
articles cannot stop it.” At the conference, there was a great man from Greece,
Charalambos Bakirtzis, who is now a pensioner and as old as I am, who was
at the time of the Tunisian conference the Director of the Service of Historical
Monuments in Northern Greece. I knew him from long ago. Bakirtzis stood
up and said to these participants that what they were saying was definitely
wrong. He said, “You can sometimes stop a bulldozer or breaking machine. If
that person—he was pointing his finger at me—had not written the articles on
the Zaviye of Ghazi Evrenos that building would definitely have gone.” This
was the nicest compliment I have ever received in my career. Bakirtzis was
a special person who knew the importance of the subject. He fought to make
more and more restorations all over Northern Greece. But unfortunately, a few
other Greeks made a very bad “Byzantine complot” against him and succeeded
to push him out of his position. This was almost seven years ago. He said fare-
well to Thessaloniki (Selanik) and settled in self-exile on Cyprus. Politics is a
dirty game.

Yasligimen: We are conducting this interview in Sophia and nowadays you
have been busy with another “monument-rescuc” attempt. Can you tell us
about it?

Kiel: Sure. There is the Imaret-Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey in a town
of IThtiman, which is situated on the Sophia-Plovdiv (Filibe) highway in
central Bulgaria. The former nearby center was Stiponye, an old place of
Byzantine origin that was two kilometers outside of Ihtiman at the slope
of a mountain. According to the Ottoman fahrir defters, the population
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of Stiponye went down gradually. Al-Idrisi, the famous Arab geographer
mentions the town around 1150. As the population of Stiponye went down,
Ihtiman, founded by Mihaloglu and situated on the great road Sofia-Plovdiv
became the new town.

The Imaret-Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey is the second oldest
Ottoman building of the Balkans. It is to be dated around the 1390s. Originally
it had no minaret and no mihrab because it was not a mosque but a zaviye.
It is not oriented towards Mecca but towards the south. This is an old tradi-
tion of the Turkic people of Central Asia. Their yurts have always their doors
facing south. The building is actually the remnant of a large complex. In the
past it had a beautiful hamam, a big caravanserai, and a kitchen unit around it.
All these buildings are gone, demolished long ago. The hamam, on the other
hand, was excellently restored in the 1980s, in the last decade before the fall
of the old communist dictatorship and now functions as an exhibition room.
The zaviye still stands but the sixteenth-century minaret disappeared around
the 1920s. As the building is not under protection, peasants and farmers who
wanted to steal the window frames to sell the expensive black iron came with
their oxen tied them to the window frames, and used them to pull the window
frame out of the building. That is the way the building (and many others in
the Balkans) got very nasty big holes in their walls. This happened to many
Ottoman buildings. If you see such a big hole in the wall, you can be sure that
the windows were stolen.

The Imaret of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey in Thtiman is a very old building
with a central dome and adjoining domes on both sides and also with a prayer
section inside. But there was no mikhrab. Professor Semavi Eyice, whom I
knew for forty years, liked my work. He had been in Thtiman when Bulgaria
was still under communist rule which strongly curtailed the movements of for-
eigners. Back home Eyice wrote an article about the Thtiman building. Eyice
had no compass with him to check the orientation of the building and could not
see its interior. He took some photographs and had to go. One of his assistants,
Yilmaz Onge (also a friend of mine), a well-known man who unfortunately
died too early from a heart attack, prepared the plan of the building and situ-
ated a mihrab in the drawing, which is not there today. He also added the min-
aret as being connected with the building. This was also not correct. Minarets
were constructed on a distance from the building. Because it was not originally
a mosque. It was a zaviye, a guest house, an imaret for travelers and poor
people. It is also the origin of the little town of Ihtiman. It grew because of the
buildings which attracted travelers. A whole line of Western travelers describe
the buildings, where they could sleep three days in succession and they, as well
as their horses, were fed twice a day with food cooked in the special kitchen
unit. For the Western travelers, such an institution was a great surprise because
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in their homelands they did not exist. In the imaret, nobody was asked about
his race or religion. “Neither Christians, nor Jews or idolaters were refused to
enter the building and stay there,” wrote many travelers.

I had seen the building when it was still complete. During one of my vis-
its, in 1970s, I saw that the eyvan and the central dome had collapsed, with
the side rooms still standing. I could show this by a good photograph taken
in 2013. The current damage is very dangerous for the building and still goes
on. You can imagine what will happen to it in the coming years (See images
in Appendix 4).

The function of imarets (guest house) changed in the early times of Sultan
Stileyman. The space of the mosque was separated from other functional
buildings. This, I believe, was a part of Stileyman’s Sunnization efforts. The
chimneys were closed and not visible anymore since they were covered up
with a plaster. After many years, the plaster fell off and they became visible
again (See image in Appendix 4).

Yasligimen: What is the importance of this chimney more specifically?

Kiel: Well, it is a clear demonstration of how prayer space was just beside
the living rooms. The chimneys were used for heating during winters and for
cooking if people want to cook. The walls separating the adjoining rooms from
the main building with a central dome were broken down in the time of Sultan
Siileyman and thus extended the prayer room. They had to make an arch to
buttress it, which was a very difficult job. Scholars have been puzzling very
long over this so-called T-plan, about its function, purpose and so on. The
Zaviye of Thtiman is a nice piece of evidence where you can see that the walls
were taken down and two arches on both sides were constructed to enlarge the
main building.

The excessively high tambour of the hamam is a special feature for the
Ottoman architecture. Architecturally this building is very close to the hamam
of Yildirim Bayazid in the little town of Mudurnu near Bolu. In later mosques,
the tambour is much lower. The stones tell you the story and the date of the
building. Perfectly done. The third building, however, a large khan disappeared
in the early nineteenth century. Only the great Ottoman building inscription is
preserved in the nearby Historical Museum of Ihtiman.

Yasligimen: Why did the Bulgarian authorities save this hamam but not the
mosque?

Kiel: Because this building was a work in the service of people, the “mosque”
was in the service of religion, which they don’t like. This beautiful hamam
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blows off fresh wind into the town. Look at this sun symbol on the walls (See
images in Appendix 4).

Yasligimen: Currently you are showing an effort to save it. Have you contacted
the Turkish authorities and also the local municipality in Thtiman?

Kiel: Yes, I contacted the Turkish local authorities. Two years ago, my wife
and I went again to Ihtiman, this time to visit the municipality. I handed over
my documents to the mayor. The documents were giving information about
the current situation of the complex, what can be done and, more important,
the budget. He looked at the documents and said: “It would be better to remove
this whole thing.” I said “No. This is the wrong way of doing. Don’t you want
to have a remarkable historical place in your town that would attract people to
come here and spend money?” He was not interested in my words.

Yasligimen: What is the name of the person in charge in Ihtiman?

Kiel: His name is Kaloyan Iliev. Kaloyan means Good Johnny. But he was
not a good man. I showed him the cost estimations for the restoration which
was prepared by Istanbul Technical University (ITU) experts, whom I know
from the time that I was teaching “Islamic Architecture outside Turkey” at
the Tagkigla Campus of ITU. What is dramatic for the Ihtiman building is that
the money was ready, $330,000 made available by an important and energetic
man with a high state position in Turkey. Having secured the mentioned bud-
get, we went to Thtiman again and talked to Mayor Kaloyan. I said “Look, we
will take all the expenditures for the restoration and this will also create an
opportunity to some of the many unemployed gypsies.” Ihtiman is a miserable
and run-down place. This money could bring about at least some prosperity to
the town. But this mayor, representing and speaking in the name of the whole
community of Ihtiman simply said: “We don’t like Turks and we don’t want
any minarets in our town. It would be better if this building collapses by itself.”

Yasligimen: So, what is going to happen to this building if not restored soon?

Kiel: To the worse, I see that there is a deliberate effort to break the building
down. Normally, no one should be interested in a few of Ottoman bricks. But
during my last visit I saw that some people are removing bits and pieces of
stones of the building walls. It is still standing but difficult to estimate for how
long this now fragile building will react to the weather conditions. The first
thing that would happen is that the remaining part of the eyvan will collapse,
following by the left-side guestroom.
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Yasligimen: Isn’t there any hope for the complex in Thtiman?

Kiel: I will keep on visiting Ihtiman as much as I can. In Bulgaria, they decen-
tralized the administration of historical monuments ten years ago. Before
that, Sophia was deciding for the whole country. Now it is in the hands of
municipalities. The Thtiman municipality expects the building to collapse by
itself. However, on the opposite street of the municipality, ironically, there is
the local Museum of History where there are local people enthusiastic about
our plans of restoration but they have very little money even to upkeep their
museum.

Yasligimen: Haven’t you received any outside assistance so far?

Kiel: What we need now is joint action from well-known scholars all over the
world and sending a petition, not to the mayor, but to UNESCO. The Dutch
Embassy in Ankara invited me two years ago and said, “We have good contact
with UNESCO people, we have a special person who should do it. Just come
and talk.” But shortly afterwards the man was moved to another place, he is
now ambassador in Beijing. So, the person in contact is gone. But the person
who is in charge of contact with UNESCO is still there. I have to contact him,
but first with the help of the Netherlands Consulate General in Istanbul. This
will happen soon.

Yasligimen: These are very significant cases showing the perfect example of
how a historian can be active in the field to save monuments. Are there other
attempts initiated by you?

Kiel: Yes, there are two more projects. Briefly, the first one is the Mosque of
Fatih Sultan Mehmed in the town of Kyustendil in Western Bulgaria, and the
second one is the bridge of Mimar Sinan in Bolvadin, Western Anatolia, and
the caravanserai of Biiyiik Cekmece, also a work of the great Sinan.

The Mosque of Mehmed the Conqueror in Kyustendil was built in 1461/62
by a rich tax collector Haracci Kara Mehmed, who also built a madrasa, a car-
avanserai, and a water supply system. He succeeded in founding a wagf for
the madrasa but did not have enough money to do the same for the mosque.
In 1463, Fatih Sultan Mehmed spent some days in Kyustendil and admired
the mosque with its rich brickwork decoration unique in the Balkans. Kara
Mehmed than presented the mosque to the sultan who took care for its main-
tenance and salaries of the staff. This story is told in the Tahrir Defter MAD
170 from 1517, a source not used by anybody who wrote on the building and
went astray.
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The mosque was partly built on the foundations of the old Roman town
walls, and partly on the soil of Kyustendil. In the second half of the twenti-
eth century, movements in the earth changed the outlet of the mineral water
which is so abundant in Kyustendil. The earth underneath the southern half of
the mosque became wet, muddy, and weak causing a dangerous crack in the
dome and the walls of the building. It would break in two pieces if nothing was
done. Locally there was almost no money and the municipality of Kyustendil
wanted to demolish the building, which stood at the main street of the town.
I was warned by people of the service for Historical Monuments in Sofia and
went to Kyustendil (only eighty km away from Sofia) talked with the people
in charge, the museum director Iliya Prokopov and the architect Yulij Fargov.
I contacted an Islamic institution in London and had them send $10,000 to
Kyustendil. A few months later I was invited to an international conference in
Zaghouan, Tunisia in the Institute of Abusselam Temimi. With the help of my
university, I could afford to fly to Tunisia. There, I was introduced to Sultan
el-Kasimi, ruler of the Emirate of Sharjah, one of the Gulf States. I explained
the situation to him, and received some extra help from Professor Temimi,
who has a great reputation in the Arab world. The sultan asked how much 1
would need for the work. I said 20,000. He gave 30,000 because he said you
always get unexpected troubles. The money was sent to Kyustendil in order to
be spent under the responsibility of Fargov and Prokopov.

With this money, now 40,000, the entire building was cleaned and solid
metal rings were put around the dome. In this way, the mosque was saved from
splitting in two pieces and total collapse. I called the lady in London and told
her what was done and not done. She was satisfied and thought that the right
thing was done. I also wrote to Sultan el-Kasimi and received a polite answer
from his secretary. The building was not completely restored, but I don’t know
if rumors in the town are correct and if a nice chunk of money was embezzled.
During my latest visit to Kyustendil seven years ago, I saw the mosque was
still standing, the building was statically okay, but now the stones of the min-
aret were falling down. Let me quickly tell you the story of the Caravanserai
of Biiyiik Cekmece.

Yasligimen: Sure Professor Kiel, go ahead ...

Kiel: Me and my wife make trips to Turkey twice a year. We heard and saw
local village people who were bit-by-bit demolishing the bridge built by Mimar
Sinan in Bolvadin. It was the same year the festivities around the heritage of
Sinan were taking place. Shortly afterwards, we saw that the roof of the great
caravanserai of Biiylik Cekmece, also a Sinan building, had partially fallen
down and the rest would follow soon. Later, in April 1990, I was in Paris for
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a conference about the time of Sultan Siileyman. I took the opportunity to
ask the colleagues assembled there if they wanted to sign a special letter (See
Appendix 5). The letter was written in Turkish. Seventeen colleagues from
gleven universities signed, most of them are very well-known scholars (Halil
Inalcik, Semavi Eyice, Iréne Melikoff, and others). I don’t know the results,
I never got an answer, but around the year 2000 the Caravanserai of Biiyiik
Cekmece was very well restored and given a cultural function.

Yasligimen: Professor Kiel, thank you very much. I hope your efforts will not
get lost and they will save the Imaret-Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey in
Ihtiman as your efforts before have saved the mausoleum of Sari Saltuk in
Romania, the Siileymaniye Mosque on the island of Rhodes, and the Zaviye of
Ghazi Evrenos in Komotini, and more.

F.ARUK YASLIGIMEN is an Assistant Professor in the Department of History at Ibn Haldun Univer-
sity, Istanbul, Turkey. (faruk.yaslicimen@ihu.edu.tr)
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4% EOOPEIA BYZAMTINGN APXAIOTHION
' LOAEEAKHION, Api8. Tlpmr. Bubudg Iposepaibinrag
B . S 3uss
Tay. Afven @ Th. Apyvpoxdctpov | ;’ —‘i
TAnpogopieg ¢ ) ! ]
Tniégwvo : ' h :
OpozT
| ]
BEMA

Axanie Ap. Kiel,
.

570 gpaupa ooc ol Adfaue ot 14-11-88 (ap. mpwr. 3455 n.e.) EKERATETE ThY avnouyio ouc
BLATY TUEN TOU MLVAIPE TOU TLapLol Tou SOUABLUAY NOU NIpeopata KeQaLpEINKE e £UIUYY Tou
oY PEBou. koSwe Kot Twy dAdwy [Aquky uvnueiuy oty nédn. EAmiloupe 6% qutd To
SPapila S LeRaYaplast TNY KOTHOTAoN ONWE £X3L OHUEpd KAl TYETARA P T0 P vaps Kat doov
0gopd Ta {GACULKE PVnueia gevikétepa péoa oo SUPUTERO NACLTLO TG CUVTAPNONG TWY
KNPUSHEYWY LVILSIUOY e8ul. )

H buatripnon 1ou (SLOKTNOLIKOU KATETTNUEVOY TWy [0AQUKEY uvnuelwy aroteded
MOMTIRR 9€an 10U EAANTAX0U KpATous. ARG Ka ot noduaptdies Bulavtiver exxanoise nov
UETOTPANNKGY 08 TEoMLd Ko pet{iite peta to 1522 napépewvay LStorTnoia Tou Bakoug tne
Pobou pera wy evowudtwon tou vnowl g v EAAdsa to 1947 -TIpodoata. mov ov SLaysLpLotée
T BuKoUe anogdoisay Vo NUpaywprioouy autée Tie EKKANULee 0To EAANVIXG Kpdroe sud va
sfaogoiotel n CUVTRPNOL, TOUE, T Apgatodogiky Yrnpeota ta exet avoAafet we ;;vms{»:g
XWOIC v Ta SMOVAGEPEL OTAV. IPWTH TOUC SPNUXEUTLRN AeLToupgLa napde mov 1y nedud nédn
UnegepsL anid oofiupr) Ellstyn exkANGLEY (BU0 LKpEQ EXKANOLES YL AV r1d 4.000 0p960Eous
KATOUKOUC) KOt OtKONEBWY $ud Ve ¥TLOTOUY KOLvoupygiec,

H unoSson tou puvaps tou Sovdsipavié éyet we eEng: nponoAsikd Lavaytiopsvo pe
OKEAETO OTI0 TOLUEVTO KOt 018Ep0. NapdAs auta 1o KTLOpa eiye yivelL entkivbuve ota téin me
Sexastiog Tou 70, H avagkn guvtnpnone nuay dpeon, wAdd To Zoudsiyavis elval LOLoKTNoia
ToU Buxoug Ko T KeVIPLK6 v evepgeia tlapl: 1j Soiknon tou Baxove Slotaoe vo Seytel

ondewa and o Bnpdoie topéa. TeAuxd 1y Apyatodoyikn Ynnpeoia Bo9nos oty EMOKEVT TOU
Tl U tov fumponiy aod. wote va ypnowpenowmdel auté oav KeVIpuRe tlapi kawd o ’

BLEPRELT TWY SO¥UTLIY cUYTHPNONE 0To Zoudsiyavie. To xdotog Tng oneLaudiate enepfaong
OO Pivaps Tou SouAsiuavis 9o BApaLYe TOV SThoLWw TPOUNOAOKLOUS TWY XPNUATUY ToU
SLOTdeYTon KUl Ao TNAGOSLC TINY nodd nedn. ' )

To L8pupa Axd Xdv €6e1Te eVBLAGEPOY HLI TO £0¥0 KAt S0TELAS SKIPOOWNO ¥Ld aUToyin 010
wmvape. Kaysévioay pe 1o Baxole va avadscouy U0 IPOKATUPKTAKY, Pefetn sud Ty
Kavesagor) tou. H ugrstn napadodnks wetd toue NPOUGATOUS 0BLOL0UC aAAd amodsiytnxe
3 L 1) KOTAOTOON TOU ULVODE SiYE &V Tw HETaED embewvwdal cofupdTate. Aoy
EIOVY Bud va anogeurSel Tnutd oo TCapi. Kat i Xadaipson Tou gLvaps
; SppodeBla o8 L 1BLTIKY Btanpsiae t KOOTOC AeTaos Ta 14 eXaToppipLa
0 LAYOPEC QIIOTUMISNKE KO GWTO¥PUENINKe ye ASITOUEPEL TIDLY THY KUTE6aeLoN,

Yashgimen / History and Activism Combined

STV BOTE TO pvnpeito petd TV avasthdwon va el Ty (Sl EURAVLON UE TRV TIPOUNADROUEG
KOTAGKEUn. Exouv xpatndei Seiyuata Afodopng, xat edikd BLOKOOUNIEYH KOPGTLY, ud Vo
(PRatponowgouy oav unobelzuata katd v avaothidwon. '

~ To Burowvg éxet FULeVIoEL e 10 I5puna Axd lov gud AvERenn avooTHAWTIKAC
UBAETIG  TOU g vapé otov apyiiéktova T TouTooUAN. Z0ugwva ye T nARpogopies nov exoue 1
pedstn, mou nporettay vo unoBandei oto Tnoupgsio NoAvtiouod aguvTopa, 9a xdves }«;Qr’{én
NRONELEVRC TERVodoyiac mov ¢ autr v MEpLITUON SewpsiTay, envipenty 26000V Kat 1
IPOIEOVLEYI RATAOKEV 68Y 1jTav Ko9upd nopabooionrn. Metd v E3KPLOY, TG 1 yefén 9a
APROYLONONNTEL (10 avadeor. ToU Epgov 08 LoLwTLKY STALPELT.

. To Ynoupyeio Modvtuopol, unevduyo BL0OHT T LOTOPLRG pvnpEia, atn Pobo exnpooumeitay
GO TV APROLOAOKLKY Yrnpeoia Audexavigou (KE' Egopsia Kdaoukiv kay 4n BUTaviiviv ko
Metafulaviiviy f;pxagom‘cuw). H Ymnpeoia, pe UVETIAPKEC MPOCWIILKS X, uﬂep§oﬁa}<<’> 50pTO
gpRagLag, OTLC Tedevtaies §Uo Sexasties npoonader QNEATLOUEVE V& NapaKoAoUdnioesL T 30pE1

ERERTAON THG MOANG Tng PoSov xay TNV EKOMICTLRI avAnTuEy Tou Touplopol Hou ¢9eipsy ye
S0DE0 PUIL0 TO RADUKTOPA TOU ORUPWUETOU LUTOPLKOU KEVTIPOU = TNG NaALde noang.

T xapnoogoy RULpo exet $LVEL BUGOVES 0TLC apyée 6T Ta HETU TG APKOLOAOEIKIC
YIPEOLAC 00 ONLEPLYR TNC (0PGY Sev ENTPKOUY ¥1d THV QVTLUETIILGN GUTig Tng snideone.
Q mgggr;, BUCLOBNTOC OTNY KOTHOTAoN TWY pvnpetuy Ofwy Twy pvnpeiuy, eprtadaufavepsvuy
RaL 5.0 YLAOUETPWY, OYUPWOTG KA UEPWKIY Swiskdbuy UECCLWVLXIY EKKANOWIV) npoogeps To
nAGLoW gud pud OUVEROLY U8 To- Yrioupgeio ToAttiopon. Etoy npiv Tl Xpovia WhpUlnxe
s181K0 Tpageio yud TV avaingn TS avaoTiABOne Kok TUVTAPRENG SLOTtnpnTawy KTLpiwv
OV noha TOAN. AUte 1o Tpageto, o gye ERLONG aVaAGBelL Ty EUSUVY Yo EILOKEUGOEL
HETUWWVARG ONLTLO ~KATOVKRUEYT LOAGYETYL EMLKLVEUVa- QUTE TOV KOLPO GroyodeitaL us %)
GUVINEROY TRy Bulaveivyy exkaAnouiv, EVOQ HeoavIXol Teviiva Kol Tou ooy Tou
FETCEN Hlooa OMmue ETLONG Ko {8 ENLOKeUée TG OYUPUOELS. )

000 3ua Tovg difoug TIEOUEVOUC pivapebe, 0To npoBanga TG LBLOKTNOLAL KAt TOU K60 ToUC
TDOOTLIETAL 1) SAABLYN ENCPKOUC TEKUNDIWONG Hou Do EMLIPEYEL 0TO USAAOY TNV avaoThawon

T OudeEva 1s o Xdprn g Bevetiag. Npec o TapoY, ta tpla tlaptd SeWPOUVTAL CoGaAr and

OTUTLKY cnoyn (ekTéc af10 1o, TIPOOTHO Tou TEUEVOUC Tov PeTTEn. Tiou quth T OTLEUN
CVTLBTUNLETOL) Kot dAda pvnueia, oe mode FELPOTEPN KOTATTOON TUVTIPNONG, Exouv
MPOTERLOTHTA. ‘

Npénet, AVIUC va TovioTel 6Ty qu iy 9éon Gev aviixatontpiet kdnowe npoxatdanyn
AEVAYTL 0T Jodayukd pvnpeia. Axdua xo Aply ono wn oloTaon tou Ipageiou tre )
:?iiscsgmng:ﬂg I6Ang yuvotay ouvthpnan, oc HUKOOTEDY XALUEKY, OMUC 0T0 TagLké ii’vmxaio ToU
Hvar Jlood -apgngou tou HUPOBOHW(OU TOU ZOVAELUAY TOU LECAONIPENN - KA, TO VEKROTUGEL0 ToU
Movpdt Peic. H Apyatodc iy Yinpeoiol KPETNOE APYITLRD wion gty nepimtwon me

" KOTeBAGLONG TOV {LVEDE TOU tCapto0 Tov Ayd. nou napéia autd NPUELATONOONKE pe
. n . -

Povdia Twy Suayelplotiy tou Baxoug,
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Dear De. Kiel,

Fowvoned : . ‘
Y 11Prof. Dr. Werner Schimucker, Bonn, ¥. German } In your fetter receivad 14-11-88 YOU eXpress your concern about the fate of the minaret of the
21 Prof . Dr. Stefan Wild, » » Suleymaniye mosque reCently dismantied at the responsibitity of the municipat authorities on Rhodes
31 Dr. Hanna Erdmann, » # as well as that of other Islamic monuments in the town. [ trust that this letter will clarif'y the curpent
4] Prof. Dr. Maxwell, » b situation regarding the minaret in question and Islamic monuments in general within the vider
51Prof. Drr. Hans Eideneier, Koln, context of conserving listed monuments here,
6] Prof’ Dr. Hans Georg Majer, Minchen,  » Itis a poticy of the Greeic State to preserve the status quo as regards the ownership of Istamic
71Prof. Dr. Heinz Halm, TUbingen » monuments in general Eventhe numerous Byzantine churches converted into mosques and mesiids
8] Prof D, Michael Meinecke, Berlin, » after 1522 remained the property of the Vakf of Rhode safter the island became part of Greece in 1947;
91Prof. Dr. Barbara Flemming, Leiden, The Netherlands. recently, vhen the Vakf administrators decided to cede those churthes to the Greek State to ensure
10] Prof. Dr. Frederick De Jong, Utrecht, » their conservation, the Archaeological Service has u en their maintainance as monuments
1D Arnold Fr. van Gemert, Amsterdarn, > without rev, rsion to their original refigious status, in spite of the fact that in the OJd town mege isan
121 Prof. Dr . F. Bakier, » B o a/:ui% lla}c}:’ of o;rre;‘aung churches (two small churches for over 4,000 Orthodox inhabitants) or the space
p e el saris, France : on which fo erect ney ones. i
Y Lr. “%nf‘;%ﬁ;gatg%pi;;f} ;‘ ;f  The affairof ii}e Suleymaniye minaret is as £ oliows: rebuilt before the last war with a concrete-
: ERERE i B and steel spine the structure nevertheless had become ¢ r0S by the late J0s. Restoration became
" : imperative, but the Suleymaniye is the property of the Yakf and the principal operating mosque: the
administration of the Vak( hesitated to seek help from the public sector. Finally the Archaeological
) Service assisted in repairing the mosque of Ihrahim Pasha to serve as princlpal mosque vhife
' restoration of the Suleymanive was carried out Thecosts of any intervention to the Suleymanive
minaret would be borne out of the yearly budget of t storation funds available for the old town.
; , The Aga Khan Foundation showed interest in the project and their representative vas sent o

inspect the minaret. They arranged with the Vakf to commission a preliminary study for its
dismantling. This study was submitted after the recent carthquakes but proved obsolate because the
cendition of the minaret had meanwvhile deteriorated serfously. Swiftaction had to be taken in order to
avoiddamage to the mosque, and the dismantiing of the minaret was contracted out to a speciatist
private firm: the cost ran to 14 mitlion drachmas The minaret yas drawn and photographed in detail

o . ) before it was pulled down so that the appearance of the restored monument, when completed, will
' closely resem ble the eartier structure. Samples of masonry. especially carved parts, vere putasideto

sarve as nmod

or the reconstruction.
= arranged with the Aga Khan Foundation for the commissi
to the architect My, T. Tsitroul /

on of the study for the
is. We understand that the study, due to be
approval to the Ministry of Cultun on. will make use of modern technol v, in this
thought permissible in view of the fact that the earlier structure was not itself constructed vith
Htechniques: The study, after its approval, will be used in the con tracting of the work to a
ivatelirm

istry of Culture, responsible for al historic buildings, is represented on Rhodes by the
al Service of the Dodecanese (Z2nd Ephorate of Classical and 4th Ephorate of Byzantine &
“ost-Byzantine Antiquities). The Service, understaffedand overworked, in the last tvo deca
desperately frying to keep pace with tiy rapid expansion of the town of Rh and the exp
t trade which is swiftly eroding the character of the fortified historic centre- the old town.
ome time it has become obyious to the authorities that the resources of' the Service in its

present form are inadequate in the face of this onslaught. The Municipality, concernedabout the
condition of monuments (alf monumen ts, including 35 kilometres of fortifications and a few dozen

medigval churches) has provided the framevork for a collaboration with the Ministry of Culture. Thus,
three yearsago, an Off ice.was set up to undertake the restoration and preservation of listed buildings
in the 0ld town. This Office, also entrusted with the responsibility of restoring medieval houses -stiff
inhabited though unsafe- is currently employedin the restoration of three Byzantine churches, a
zdieval hospice andthe Mosque of Redjep Pasha as wveli as repairs on the fortifications.

Asfar as other dismantied minarets are concerned the problem of private ownership and lack
of available funds is compounded by gaps in the documentation necessary 1o serve as a guide for their

-
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=ventual restoration. At present the three mosques are considered structurally safe (except for the
curtico-of the mosque of Redjep Pasha, which {5 being atlended 10) and other monuments, in a much
worse state of preservation, must take priopity.

1t should be stressed, however, that this in no way reflects a prejudice against Islamic
woonuments. Restoration work had been taking place on a smaller scale even before the inception of
the Office for the Medieval Town as, for example, on the funerary monument to Yinat Pasha -artillery
mmaster of Suleyman the Magnificeni~and in the cemetery of Murad Reis. The Archaeological Service
heid a negative stand on the demotition of the Agha mosque minaret which tock place regardless, at
the initiafive of the Vakf administtation. . . !

Yourdaithfully.
Th&ﬁi@ﬁﬂhﬁ?ﬁ%ia”
o pigiihe =
e // e

e
A

e A P
/" _Dr.Elias¥bilias
/ /! L p P
{ y /
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Appendix IV

The Imaret-Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey in the town
of Ihtiman on the Sofia-Plovdiv/Philipople
Highway in Central Bulgaria

The second oldest monument of Ottoman architecture
in the Balkans (1390s) on the verge of collapse

=

2, .
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Prep_ared by Machiel Kiel (Prof.Dr. Dr. h.c. mult.) Former Advisor to
UNESCO, Honorary member of the Turkish Historical Society.
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The Imaret-Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey in the small Bulgarian town of
[ntiman on the road between Filibe and Sofya, now a sad ruin, is the second
oldest monument of Ottoman architecture of the entire Balkans. A decade or
two older is the Imaret of Gazi Evrenos in Giimiilcine/Komotini in Northern
Greece. The so called Eski Cami in the Bulgarian town of Haskovo

/Haskdy, held to be from the 1380s, is in fact the product from a total
reconstruction in the late 18® century and the Ottoman inscription on the
building is an 18" century fake.

The Ihtiman building served a road station of the Istanbul-Edirne-Sofia-
Belgrad road and is mentioned by many travelers who lodged there free of
charge and received free meals. The staff of the building included several
cooks, bakers, cleaners, a cellar master, and secretary etc. The salaries of the
staff (in total 17 men) and the amounts of rice, wheat, meat, butter, oil, honey
etc. are mentioned in detail in the Tahrir Defter of the District of Sofya dating
from 1521. The income of the vakf derived from the yearly tax revenue of the
little town of Thtiman and a group of Turkish colonist villages in the Plain of
{htiman. The original Vakif-nime has not (yet) been found.

Originally the building was not a mosque. It is NOT orientated to Mecca
(here: south-east) but to the south, and there was no mihrab.

In the 16" century a tall, but free-standing minaret was added to the building
and the internal - walls separating the guest rooms from the main hall
were broken away. In order to prevent the building from collapsing special
supporting arches were improvised, taking over the load of the domes. In one
of the former guest rooms the original chimney to heat the room in the cold
winter is still visible. After the mentioned changes the function of lodging
visitors' was taking over by a large Han, which once stood opposite the
Imaret/Zaviye. The site of the Han is now built over by a great school
building.

To the zaviye building once belonged a separate cooking house. This has
disappeared long ago. Preserved, however, is the hamam belonging to the
complex. It shows very ancient forms and is related to the great hamam of
Yildirim Bayezid in the little town of Mudurnu, Bolu District, built in 1383.

In the 1970s the fhtiman hamam was very carefully restored by the Bulgarian
Institute for Historical Monuments. The Imaret building was left to rot and is
now at the verge of collapsing. Without rapid intervention it will collaps and
gone forever. Its restoration and partial reconstruction will be a noble task.

Yasiicimen / History and Activism Combined

Hypothetic reconstruction of the compound of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey in
Ihtiman as it must have been in the 16™ century and later. In the 1530s a high and
free standing minaret was added next to the main building but structurally
disconnected. In 1921 the minaret was still standing and photographed by the
Bulgarian historian of architecture Krdstyu Miyatev but was demolished sl;ortly
afterwards. .

Of the entire compound only the imaret-zaviye and the hamam still exist. In the
1970s the hamam was superbly restored by the Bulgarian Institute for
monuments of history. The imaret-zaviye was left to rot away until today.

{Reconstruction Machiel Kiel, drawin;;r Gerd Schneider}.
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Ihtiman, West Bulgaria, Imaret/Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey.

The building seen from the North-East. Ihtiman, Imaret/Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey, 1390s

as seen from the West, looking at the “best” preserved right guest room
The north-eastern comer of the building was recently cut away by local and the eyvan ’ € P BN E o
fanatics. One does not need to be an expert in architecture to see that main " Fhoto MK, M
dome of the guest room can collaps any time! Here direct action is urgently 010 M. Masch 2013
needed !

{Photo M.E, March 2013}
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Ihtiman, kasaba on the road from Filibe to Sofya, ruin of the Zaviye of
Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey, 1390s.

The Imaret/Zaviye of Mahmud Bey is the second oldest Ottoman
building still standing in the Balkans (after the Imaret of Gazi Evrenos
in Komotini/Glimilcine in Greek Thrace, dated in the 1380s and a
decade ago beautifully restored by the Greek Service for Historical
Monuments). From the point of view of History of Ottoman Art the

. . . Ihtiman, In iy ihalog ior view in th
Ihtiman building is of outstanding importance. Imaret/Zaviye of Mihaloglu Mehmed Bey. Interior view in the

eyvan room with half collapsed barrel vault, looking in southern direction.

o Note that there is no mihrab and the building is NOT orientated towards
The photo (from March 2013) shows the building from the south- Mecca

eastern direction. To the right is one of the former guest rooms, to the (Photo M.K. March 2013).

left the half destroyed barrel-vaulted eyvan.
(Photo M.K. 2013)
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Thtiman, Zaviye/Imaret of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey

Interior view showing the improvised arch, made after the walls separating the main hall
and the guest rooms were demolished to add the space to the new function of the
. . : building: Friday . This im isation became visible after the plast d

fhtiman, Zaviye /Imaret of Mihaloglu Mehmed Bey, 1390s. “Z: :e!‘:ih hi:diic:’:x;’;q;;cn Oés improvisation became visible after the plaster an
View in the remains of the chimney of the right guest ro The transformation from imares/ zaviye into mosque most likely took place in the early
years of Siileyman the Magnificent, when many other zaviyes underwent the same
transformation. In case of the Thtiman Imaret a tall minaret was added to the building,
staying apart from the mosque. It stood until the 1920s, when Kristyu Miyatev published a
photograph of it, as well as a short deecription (see: Godidnik na Narodeniya Arheologiteski

Muzey, 111, Sofia 1921).

Photo: MLK. March 2015,
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Ihtiman, Hamam of Mihaloglu Mahmud Bey, 1390s, the second building of Ihtiman, Hamam of Mihalogly Mahmud Bey, 1390s.

the compound. The third building, a large han disappeared in the early 19* Detail of masonry with sun symbel.

century. The excessively high tambour is a special feature of Early Ottoman :

architecture. Architecturally this building is closely related to the Hamam of ! The two last pictures show what can be done with ruined buildings:

Yildirim Bayezid in the little town of Mudusmnu near Bolu, built in 1383. . they will become the jewel of an otherwise colourless town.

In the 1970s the Hamam of Ihtiman was carefully restored and serves since ] Itis our collective duty to preserve and rehabilitate Monuments of such

then as Art Gallery. an architectonical and historical importance as the Ihtiman buildings!
{Photo M.K. Masch 2013) i (photo M.K., March 2013}
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AppendixV

Paris, 10 Mart 1990

VAKIFLAR GENEL MUDURLOEINE
Ankara

Bu glnlerde Peris’te Kanun! Sultan Shleyman cafindan kelma sanat
eserlerini gbsteren bir sergi striiyor. Bu nedenle Avrupa’dan, Tirkiys'den
ve ABD'den tlrkologlar,senat tarihcileri ve tarihciler bir arays gelip
burads dizenlenen bir sempozyumda Osments sanati ve mimerisinin cegitli
probiemierini tartigiyoriar, Tartigmalar sirasinda Kanunt zsmamna sit ve
{stelik Koca Sinan'in eseri olan bazi binalarin gimdiki dururu hakkinda
ciddi  ksygiler duguidu.  Bilhasea Trakya'de, Blylk Cekmece’deki
kervanseray ve Bolvadin'dski tag kdpriyd (eyrice Bilscik'teki Orhan Gazi
Imaretini) cok merak ediyoruz ; clinkil ikisinin de durumu hic iyi deffil. Yeni
kisa zeman Gnce kervansarayin cetisi ytkiidr ; Bolvedin kiprisinin taglart
yerli kby halk: tarafindan kendi intiyaglart icin alimp gotiriimektedir,
Gayst tabli bunun gibi olaylar Avrupa’min her Ulkesinde oluyor. Genellikle
bina sahipleriyle bu tir problemler gikiyor ; bazan de bu binalsra yeni bir
iglev vermesi ayr bir sorun yaratiyor. Umrdmazdn en gizel yillenm Tirk
tarin ve sanatina hasrettik ve doffal olarak behsettifimiz bu binalarin
kfmlf§ine uygun olarek korunmesini ve onariimesim bekliyoruz. Tecriibeli
ekibinizin bir care bulup bu senet eserlerini gelecek kugaklar igin
koruyacad dmidinde oldudumuzu seygiyle arzederiz,

Clote. bl e

Prof.Dr. Colin Imber Dr. M.Kiel, \ pex.‘f)r. Aptullah Zr{ureén
Manchester University England Universitat Miupchen? Bogpzici Pnivesitesi Ist.
v i e
. . A .
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