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On So6z

Kiiciik ¢ocuklarin gelisimleriyle ve icinde bulunduklari kiiltirle uyumlu degerlendirme
araglarinin tasarlanmasi ve gelistirilmesi, etik ilkelere baglilikla birlikte yiiksek diizeyde
dikkat ve 6zen gerektirir. Yogun emek isteyen bu siirecte, bilgi ve deneyimleriyle
calisgmamin her agsamasinda yolumu aydinlatan, sabir ve anlayisla rehberlik eden, bu
testin ortaya ¢ikmasinda 6nemli katkilar saglayan doktora tez danismanim degerli
Prof. Dr. Alev Onder’e en derin siikranlarimi sunuyorum.

Bu ¢alismanin gorsel ve tasarim yoniine katkida bulunan, 6l¢ek gelistirme stirecini
destekleyen Kubik Stiidyodan degerli ressam Hakan Taskiran’a tesekkiir ederim.
Ayrica ¢alisgmanin uygulanma siirecinde destek veren tiim kurumlara ve surece
goniilden katilan ¢cocuklara tesekkir ederim. Yayin stirecindeki titiz caligmalari ve her
asamada ¢oziim odakli profesyonel yaklasimlariyla bu eserin okuyucuyla bulugmasini
mumbkiin kilan Nobel Akademik Yayincilik ekibine gonulden tesekkiir ederim.

Hayatin akisi iginde her daim yanimda olan, anlayisi ve destegiyle akademik
yolculugumu anlamli kilan, her ¢alismamin ilk okuyucusu ve en degerli elestirmeni
esim Cuma Giingor’e icten tesekkiir ederim.
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English Picture Vocabulary Test
Implementation Guide

Purpose of the Test and Target Group

Interest in English language education during early years has been increasing rapidly.
While some institutions have integrated English intensively as a core component of the
curriculum, others offer it through less intensive approaches such as extracurricular
clubs or activity-based sessions. This growing attention has brought to the forefront a
critical question for educators and researchers: How can very young children’s English
language skills be effectively assessed? Evaluating the effectiveness of early language
education requires the use of assessment tools that are developmentally appropriate,
reliable, and valid. The scale introduced in this guide has been developed to address
this need. Its primary purpose is to provide an assessment framework that is sensitive
to the developmental characteristics of children learning English as a foreign language,
while offering educators, families, and researchers meaningful and realistic feedback
that supports the development of both receptive and expressive language skills.
Considering the diversity of educational systems, teaching approaches, and con-
tent around the world, developing a universal assessment tool that fits every context
is highly challenging. However, it is well known that children begin learning language
through words that vocabulary knowledge forms the foundation of language use, and
that learning goals for children are often shaped around basic vocabulary acquisition.
With this in mind, the English Picture Vocabulary Test (EPVT) was developed to as-
sess young children’s basic vocabulary knowledge in English, taking into account their
developmental characteristics, learning pace, and linguistic competence. This test aims
to best reflect children’s vocabulary levels in a second language by comparing their
ability to understand (receptive) and produce (expressive) English words. Adminis-



Ingilizce Resimli Kelime Testi
Uygulama Kilavuzu

Testin Amaci ve Hedef Kitlesi

Okul 6ncesi donemde Ingilizce egitimine olan ilgi hizla artmaktadir. Bazi kurumlar
Ingilizceyi yogun programlarla dogrudan miifredatin bir parcasi hiline getirirken,
digerleri bu egitimi kuliip ¢calismalar1 ya da etkinlikler araciligiyla daha az yogun-
lukla sunmaktadir. Artan ilgiyle birlikte kiiciik yastaki cocuklarin Ingilizce dil be-
cerilerinin nasil degerlendirilecegi sorusu egitimciler ve arastirmacilar i¢in 6nemli
bir giindem haline gelmistir. Erken yasta dil egitiminin etkililigini 6l¢ebilmek icin
cocugun gelisim diizeyine uygun, guvenilir ve gecerli degerlendirme araglarina ih-
tiya¢ duyulmaktadir. Kilavuzda tanitilan 6l¢ek bu ihtiyaci karsilamak icin olustu-
rulmustur. Testin amaci, Ingilizceyi yabanci dil olarak 6grenen cocuklarin gelisim
ozelliklerine saygi duyan, onlarin alici ve ifade edici dil becerilerinin gelisimini des-
tekleyen 6gretmenlere, ailelere ve arastirmacilara gercgekgi geri bildirim saglayan bir
degerlendirme sunmaktir.

Dunya genelindeki farkli egitim sistemleri, 0gretim yaklasimlari ve igerik gesit-
liligi goz Ontine alindiginda her baglama uygun evrensel bir degerlendirme araci
gelistirmek oldukg¢a zordur. Ancak cocuklarin dili 6grenmeye kelimeler araciligiyla
basladiklari, kelime bilgisinin dil kullaniminin temel kaynagi oldugu ve ¢ocuklar
icin belirlenen basari hedeflerinin genellikle temel sozctik bilgisi etrafinda sekillendi-
gi bilinmektedir. Buradan hareketle, cocuklarin gelisimsel 6zelliklerini, 6grenme hiz-
larini ve dilsel yeterliklerini dikkate alarak cocuklarin temel s6zciik bilgisini 6l¢meyi
hedefleyen Ingilizce Resimli Kelime Testi (English Picture Vocabulary Test-EPVT)
gelistirilmistir. Bu test, cocuklarin Ingilizce kelimeleri anlama (alic1) ve ifade etme
(ifade edici) becerilerini kargilastirarak, ikinci dildeki kelime diizeylerini en iyi ge-
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tering EPVT at the beginning and end of foreign language programs offered in early
childhood can help track children’s vocabulary development in a second language. It
can also support the evaluation of how and to what extent different types of programs
and vocabulary teaching approaches contribute to this development.

Development of the Test

Following an extensive literature review, a receptive and expressive picture vocabu-
lary test format was selected to assess vocabulary knowledge, considering the unique
developmental characteristics of young children (e.g., short attention spans, emerg-
ing literacy skills, limited experience, and low levels of foreign language proficiency).
The selection of target words included in the EPVT was made meticulously by the
researcher, focusing on both the quality and quantity of the vocabulary items. During
the item development phase, the criteria (domain-specific effectiveness - age-related
effectiveness) proposed by Nikolov (2016) were followed, and words frequently en-
countered by preschool children were selected. These words were identified based on
basic vocabulary commonly found in English teaching materials and books used in
preschool education.

Word selection was based on the Tier model proposed by Beck et al. (2002), which
classifies vocabulary into three main categories: Tier 1: Basic, high-frequency words
(e.g., body parts, primary colors and numbers, common fruits and vegetables, domes-
tic animals, familiar wild animals, and basic food names). Tier 2: Less frequent but
useful words that children may encounter in daily life. Tier 3: Rare, domain-specific
academic vocabulary. The EPVT includes only Tier 1 words, which represent founda-
tional English vocabulary for very young learners. After the target words were illus-
trated by an artist, a three-phase piloting process was carried out to ensure the test’s
reliability, validity, and overall quality.

In the first phase, pre-pilot sessions were conducted with 20 children aged 5-6.
Based on their feedback, the visual content of the test was revised to make it more
age-appropriate and comprehensible. In the second phase, children’s performance and
perceptions of the EPVT were analyzed through interviews with two experts from
early childhood education (ECE) and two from English language teaching (ELT). ECE
experts evaluated the test in terms of developmental appropriateness, difficulty level,
suitability of visuals, and alignment with curriculum goals, while ELT experts assessed
the linguistic accuracy and material quality. The final pilot study was conducted with
251 children from a preschool institution who had varying levels of exposure to Eng-
lish.

The reliability of EPVT (Receptive) and EPVT (Expressive) was calculated using
the Kuder-Richardson Formula 20 (KR-20), with reliability coefficients found to be
0.89 and 0.91, respectively. A KR-20 value of 0.80 or above is considered indicative
of good reliability (Salkind, 2010). Additionally, the EPVT was administered again
to the same group of preschool children after three weeks. The test-retest reliability

10



ingilizce Resimli KelimeTesti Uygulama Kilavuzu

kilde yansitmay1 amaclamaktadir. EPVT’nin erken ¢ocuklukta sunulan yabanci dil
programlarinin baglangicinda ve bitisinde uygulanmasi, cocuklarin ikinci dildeki ke-
lime bilgisi gelisimini takip etmeye ve bu gelisime farkli program tiirlerinin ve kelime
ogretim yaklagimlarinin nasil ve ne olctide katki sagladigimi belirlemeye yardimci
olacaktir.

Testin Gelistirilmesi

Detayli bir literatiir taramasi yapildiktan sonra erken yaslardaki ¢ocuklarin kendileri-
ne 6zgi gelisimsel 6zellikleri (kisa dikkat streleri, gelismekte olan okuryazarlik bece-
rileri, deneyim kisiti, diisiik diizey yabanci dil bilgisi vb.) goz 6niinde bulundurularak
kelime bilgilerini degerlendirmek icin alici ve ifade edici resimli kelime testi formatina
karar verilmigtir. Bununla birlikte, EPVT’nin igeriginde yer alan hedef kelimelerin ni-
teligi ve niceligi arastirmaci tarafindan titizlikle belirlenmistir. Testin madde yazimi
stirecinde, Nikolov’un (2016) 6nerdigi olgiitler (alanda etkililigi/ise yararhig: ve yas
grubuna uygunlugu) temel alinarak okul 6ncesi egitimde cocuklarin sik¢a kargilastig
kelimeler secilmistir. Bu kelimeler, cocuklarin okul icindeki Ingilizce 6gretim materyal-
lerinde ve kitaplarinda yer alan temel sozciikler arasindan belirlenmistir.

Kelime se¢imi, Beck ve arkadaslarinin (2002) 6nerdigi Tier (diizey) modeline da-
yanmaktadir. Bu modele gore, sozciikler ti¢ ana kategoriye ayrilir: Tier 1: Temel ve sik
kullanilan kelimeler (6rnegin: viicut boliimleri, temel renkler ve sayilar, yaygin meyve
ve sebzeler, evcil hayvanlar, yaygin yabani hayvanlar ve temel yiyecek isimleri), Tier
2: Daha az yaygin ancak ¢ocuklarin giinliik yasantilarinda kargilasabilecegi kelime-
ler, Tier 3: Nadir kullanilan, genellikle akademik baglamlarda yer alan kelimelerdir.
EPVT, bu ii¢ diizeyden yalmzca Tier 1 kategorisinden secilen temel diizey Ingilizce
kelimeleri icermektedir. Hedef kelimeler ressam tarafindan cizildikten sonra testin gii-
venilirligini, gegerliligini ve kalitesini saglamak amaciyla ii¢ asamada pilotlama stireci
gerceklestirilmigtir.

Ik asamada, 5-6 yas arasi 20 cocuk ile 6n pilot toplantilar yapilmistir. Cocuk-
larin Onerileri dogrultusunda testin gorsel igerigi daha anlagilir ve yasa uygun hale
getirilmistir. Ikinci asamada, cocuklarin EPVT iizerindeki performanslari ve algilar,
ikiser okul 6ncesi egitim (ECE) ve Ingilizce dil 6gretimi (ELT) alan uzmaniyla yapilan
goriigsmelerle analiz edilmistir. ECE uzmanlar testin ¢ocuklarin gelisimsel 6zellikleri-
ne uygunlugunu, zorluk seviyesini, gorsellerin uygunlugunu ve mufredat hedefleriyle
uyumunu degerlendirirken, ELT uzmanlari testin dil kullanimini ve materyallerin ka-
litesini incelemistir. Nihai pilot uygulama, devam ettigi okul 6ncesi egitim kurumunda
farkli seviyelerde Ingilizceye maruz kalmis 251 cocuk ile gerceklestirilmistir.

EPVT (Alci) ve EPVT (Ifade Edici) giivenilirligi, Kuder-Richardson Formiilii 20
(KR20) yardimiyla ol¢iilmiis ve giivenilirlik katsayilari sirasiyla 0,89 ve 0,91 bu-
lunmusgtur. KR-20 degeri 0,8 veya daha yiiksek olan sonuglar iyi guvenilirlik olarak
kabul edilmektedir (Salkind, 2010). Ayrica EPVT ayni grup okul 6ncesi ¢cocuklarina
3 hafta sonra ikinci kez uygulanmistir. Test-tekrar test gtivenilirligi 6l¢timleri, EPVT
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