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An Examination Of Perceived Social Support Levels Of Iragi And Syrian Immigrant Students At Secondary
Schools And Comparison With Turkish Students
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Abstract No: 90 - Abstract Presentation Type: Oral Presentation

Purpose: This study aimed to identify perceived social support levels of immigrant students attending secondary
schools and find out on what circumstances there are differences by demographics. Another purpose was to identify studies
that can be conducted with immigrant students on school basis and studies that can be performed by school psychological
counselors on adaptation of immigrant children and the social support systems.

Method: The survey method was used in this research. 144 Turkish, 103 Syrian and 136 Iraqi students studying in Bolu
province whose ages varied between 12-15 years were reached in the study. The Multi-Dimensional Scale of Perceived Social
Support was utilized as the instrument. T-test for independent samples and one-way ANOVA test were used in the data
analysis.

Findings: The findings showed that social support scores of the immigrant students were on a moderate level. As for
the difference by nationality, social support levels of the participant Turkish students were found to be significantly higher than
the immigrant students. No significant differences were found between the perceived social support and social support
subscales of the immigrant students by the variables of gender and age. By the time spent in Turkey, the perceived social
support and perceived social support from a special person scores of the immigrant students who had been in Turkey for 4
years or longer were significantly higher than the immigrant students who had been in Turkey for 3 years. No significant
difference was found between the social support scores of those who were and were not experiencing problems with language.
Consequently, the perceived social support and family social support scores of the immigrant students with Turkish friends
were found to be significantly higher than those without Turkish friends.

Conclusion: According to the research findings, the immigrant students had moderate perceived social support levels
and there were no significant difference between them by the variables of language, gender and age. The Turkish students
who had not ever immigrated before had significantly higher scores of perceived social support and its subscales than the
immigrant students. The challenges on adaptation to the new school environment the immigrants might go through may be
the reason for this finding. Therefore, teachers, administrators and school psychological counselors play a key role in the
adaptation of immigrant students. Higher perceived social support levels of the immigrant students with Turkish friends
indicate the importance of support from person/friend who were raised in the culture to which they were newly introduced
for the adaptation to school and their new lives. Higher family social support scores of those with Turkish friends also prove
the importance of the parental participation in school-based study. Trainings in children’s and adolescents’ developmental
periods to be provided for parents with the help of translators might be important for immigrant students. Finally, higher
perceived social support scores of the immigrant students who had been in Turkey for a long time indicate that enabling
immigrant students to achieve adaptation is important to the development of their social support systems.

Keywords: Immigrant students, Social support, Family and Friend support
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Ortaokullarda Irakli ve Suriyeli Gé¢men Ogrencilerin Algilanan Sosyal Destek Diizeylerinin incelenmesi ve
Tirk Ogrencileri ile Karsilastirilmasi

Hiseyin Bugra Karaman'
Sefa Bulut?
!psk. Dan., Bolu Rehberlik ve Arastirma Merkezi ,hbugrakaraman@gmail.com
2prof. Dr., ibn Haldun Universitesi,sefa.bulut@ihu.edu.tr

Bildiri No: 90 - Bildiri Sunum Sekli: S6zI4 Sunum

Amag: Bu c¢alismanin amaci ortaokullarda okula devam eden gocmen 06grencilerdeki sosyal destek algisinin
belirlenmesi ve demografik 6zelliklere gére hangi durumlarda farkhliklarin oldugunun ortaya konulmasidir. Bu sonuglar ile okul
temelli olarak gbcmen 6grenciler ile yapilabilecek calismalari ortaya koymak ve okul psikolojik danismanlarinin bu sirecte
gbcmen cocuklarin uyumlari ve sosyal destek sistemleri ilgili olarak yapabilecekleri ¢alismalari tanimlamaktir.

Yontem: Bu arastirmada survey (tarama) yontemi kullaniimistir. Bolu ilinde egitim ve 6gretime devam eden Suriyeli ve
Irakli 8grenciler galismaya dahil edilmistir. Calismada Bolu ilinde 6grenim gdren yaslari 12-15 arasinda degisen 144 Tirk, 103
Suriyelive 136 Irakli 6grenciye ulasiimistir. Olgme isleminde Cok boyutlu algilanan sosyal destek dlcegi kullaniimistir. Analizlerde
bagimsiz drneklemler icin T testi ve Tek yonli ANOVA testleri kullaniimistir.

Bulgular: Sonuglar incelendiginde gé¢cmen 6grencilerin sosyal destek puanlarinin orta diizeyde oldugu gorilmustar.
Milliyete gore fark analizleri incelendiginde ise arastirmaya katilan Tlrk 6grencilerin sosyal destek dlzeylerinin gocmen
ogrencilere gore anlamli sekilde yiksek oldugu bulunmustur. Fark analizlerine bakildiginda cinsiyet ve yas degiskeninde gbcmen
Ogrencilerin algiladiklar sosyal destek ve sosyal destek alt boyutlari arasinda anlaml farklar bulunamamistir. Tirkiye'de
gecirilen zamana goére durum incelendiginde dort yil ve daha fazla stredir Turkiye'de olan gégcmen 6grencilerin algiladiklar
sosyal destek ve komsu akraba gibi degiskenleriiceren 6zel biri sosyal destegi puanlarinin tg¢ yildir burada olanlara gére anlamli
sekilde daha yuksek oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir. Dil konusunda sorun yasayanlar ile yasamayanlarin sosyal destek puanlari
arasinda anlamli bir fark bulunmamistir. Turk arkadasa sahip olanlar ile olmayanlar arasindaki durum incelendiginde Tirk
arkadasl olan gocmen 6grencilerin algiladiklari sosyal destek ve aile sosyal destegi puanlarinin anlamh sekilde daha yuksek
oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Sonug: Bu bulgulardan hareketle gogmen 6grencilerin sosyal destek algilarinin orta diizeyde oldugu ve dil, cinsiyet, yas
degiskenine gbre gdcmen Ogrenciler arasindaki farkin anlamli olmadigi gorilmustir. Milliyet degiskenine goére sonuglar
incelendiginde go¢ yasamamis olan Turk &grencilerin gdgmen 6grencilerden anlaml sekilde sosyal destek ve alt boyutlarinda
ylksek puanlar aldiklari gordlmustir. Gog sonrasi 6grencilerin eski arkadaslarindan, komsularindan, akrabalarindan ayrilmis
olmalari ve yeni basladiklari okul ortamina uyum konusunda yasayabilecekleri zorluklar bu durumun olusmasinda etken olabilir.
Bu nedenle okullarda 6gretmenler, idareciler ve okul psikolojik danismanlari gécmen 6grencilerin uyumlarinda biyutk rol
oynamaktadirlar. Turk 6grenciler ile uyumlarinin saglanmasinda okul temelli yapilabilecek kaynasma etkinlikleri gbcmen
dgrencilerin okullara uyumunu kolaylastirabilecek etkinlikler olabilir. Ozellikle Tiirk arkadasa sahip olan gécmen &grencilerin
algiladiklari sosyal destek diizeylerinin daha ylksek olmasi, okula ve yeni hayatlarina uyumda yeni yerlestikleri kiltirde yetismis
akranlarin desteginin dnemini bize gdstermektedir. Bunun yani sira Tlrk arkadasa sahip olanlarin aile sosyal destegi puanlarinin
da yuksek cikmasi, okul temelli calismalarda ebeveynlerinin katiiminin énemini gozler éniine sermektedir. Ebeveynlere
cevirmenler yardimi ile okullarda verilecek olan cocuk ve ergenlerin gelisim donemleri ile ilgili egitimler gdcmen 6grenciler icin
onemli olabilecektir. Uzun zamandir Tirkiye'de olanlarin algilanan sosyal destek puanlarinin ylksek olmasi, gdcmen 6grenciler
icin uyumum saglanmasinin onlarin sosyal destek sistemlerini gelistirmede dnemli oldugunu bizlere géstermektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Go¢gmen 6grenciler, sosyal destek, aile ve akran destegi
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