


ISTA NBUL CONFER ENCE 
ON ECONOMICS A ND 

SOCIETY (ISTCES) 2025
Pathways to Inclusive Growth: Overcoming Challenges 

in Emerging and Developing African Countries

24-26 September 2025

Book of Proceedings



Copy Editor

ISBN 

1st Edition

IHU Press

Executive Editor

Publishing Director

Design

Cover Design

Layout

Imprinting  
and Binding

Şeyma Kılıç

978-625-93023-8-6

İstanbul - 2026

155

Savaş Cihangir Tali

Ayşenur Alper

IHU Press

IHU Press

Muhammed Muttaki Topcu

Milba Matbaacılık  
Certificate No: 77090

© All rights reserved. Except for excerpts cited in a review or similar published discussion of this publication, no part of this work may 
be any means whatever including electronic without prior permission of the copyright owner. 

Istanbul Conference on Economics and Society (ISTCES) 2025 : pathways to inclusive growth : 
overcoming challenges in emerging and developing African countries / Hasan Vergil, Muhittin 
Kaplan, Asad Ul Islam Khan, Ayman Bekiroğlu, Arab Dahir Hasan, Ayuba Napari, Mohammed 
Muntaka Abdul Rahman, Mahat Maalim Ibrahim, Abdülkadir Kömü, Enes Cebe ; copy editor 
Şeyma Kılıç. -- First edition -- Istanbul : Ibn Haldun University Press, 2026.

352 s. ; 24 cm. -- (IHU Press ; 155.).

Bibliographical references.

ISBN 978-625-93023-8-6.

1. Economic development_Africa. 2. Inclusive growth_Africa. 3. Africa_ Economic conditions.

HC800

330.96

IBN  HALDUN  UNIVERSITY  PRESS

ISTANBUL CONFERENCE ON ECONOMICS 
AND SOCIETY (ISTCES) 2025
Pathways to Inclusive Growth: Overcoming Challenges 
in Emerging and Developing African Countries 

Prof. Dr. Hasan Vergil - Prof. Dr. Muhittin Kaplan
Assist. Prof. Dr. Asad Ul Islam Khan - Assist. Prof. Dr. Ayman Bekiroğlu
Assist. Prof. Dr. Arab Dahir Hasan - Ayuba Napari, PhD
Mohammed Muntaka Abdul Rahman, PhD - Mahat Maalim Ibrahim, PhD
Res. Asst. Abdülkadir Kömü - Res. Asst. Enes Cebe

Ibn Haldun University Press is a department of Ibn Haldun University
Publishing Certificate No: 51227  |  Ordu St. No:3, 34480 Başakşehir/İstanbul

yayınevi@ihu.edu.tr | press@ihu.edu.tr



ISTA NBUL CONFER ENCE  
ON ECONOMICS A ND 

SOCIETY (ISTCES) 2025
Pathways to Inclusive Growth: Overcoming Challenges 

in Emerging and Developing African Countries

24-26 September 2025

Book of Proceedings

Editors

Prof. Dr. Hasan Vergil 
Prof. Dr. Muhittin Kaplan 

Assist. Prof. Dr. Asad Ul Islam Khan 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Ayman Bekiroğlu 
Assist. Prof. Dr. Arab Dahir Hasan 

Ayuba Napari, PhD 
Mohammed Muntaka Abdul Rahman, PhD 

Mahat Maalim Ibrahim, PhD 
Res. Asst. Abdülkadir Kömü 

Res. Asst. Enes Cebe





— 42 —

15. 
Economic and Institutional Drivers of Social 

Welfare Expenditure in Emerging Economies

Nuha Al-ziyadi1
Murat Yerlikaya2

This research examines the economic and institutional factors influencing 
public social welfare spending in eight emerging countries –Bulgaria, Chile, Co-
lombia, Hungary, Korea, Romania, Poland, and Turkey– over the period from 2010 
to 2023. By employing a fixed effects panel regression model with robust stand-
ard errors, we assess how employment rates, government consumption, GDP per 
capita, government effectiveness, regulatory quality, and control of corruption af-
fect levels of social spending. The findings indicate that higher employment rates 
and enhanced government effectiveness are significantly linked to reduced wel-
fare expenditure, implying that better labor market conditions and administrative 
competence may lessen the necessity for extensive social support. Conversely, in-
creased government consumption, elevated GDP per capita, stronger regulato-
ry quality, and improved control of corruption show a positive relationship with 
social welfare expenditure, highlighting that both economic capacity and institu-
tional integrity are vital in increasing public investment in social programs. These 
results emphasize the need to align macroeconomic policies with institutional re-
forms to maximize the scale and effectiveness of social welfare spending in emerg-
ing economies.

Keywords: Social welfare expenditure, institutional quality, emerging econ-
omies, panel data analysis
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